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Third time lucky: Canadian Daniel Wesley has at last won the BSAD-ADT London Wheelchair Marathon, and in a record 
time of 1-51-42. Britain’s number one, David Holding, came second. Story and pictures page 8. 
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Local authorities in the dock 


Parents, carers and elderly 
people are so fed up with 
local authorities failing to 
meet their responsibilities 
or cutting vital services that 
they are turning to the 
courts more and more. 

Network for the Handi- 
capped, a charity offering legal 
advice, assistance and informa- 
tion, says there has been an 
upsurge in the number of peo- 
ple wanting to take local 
authorities to court. 

Mary Holland, assistant 
director of the Royal Associa- 
tion for Disability and Rehabil- 
itation, agrees: “People are 
realising more and more that 


they themselves have to take 
action to get the services they 
require.” 

William Hargreaves from 
Cawood, near Selby, success- 
fully sued North Yorkshire 
County Council in February 
for failing to top up respite care 
payments for his disabled sis- 
ter, Beryl. 

He finds that the weekly 
allowance from the Depart- 
ment of Social Security (now 
£245) is often not enough to 
cover actual costs. “That is 
why I and others need help 
from local authorities.” 

In 1986 Mr _ Hargreaves 
made a verbal agreement with 


the council’s social services that 
they would meet any shortfall 
in the nursing home expenses 
for six weeks respite care a 
year. But last year, when he 
gave the council invoices show- 
ing a shortfall of £163.33, he 
received a cheque for only 
£100. He issued a default sum- 
mons to the authority for the 
£63.33 and won. 

Now he thinks other carers 
should follow his lead: “It is 
easy and cheap to issue a 
default summons using the civil 
law.” 

The county council argued 
that Ms Hargreaves was not 


Continued on page 2 


Disabled pensioners spurned 


Many homes for elderly 
people will not accept those 
who are physically disabled, 
mentally ill or incontinent, 
says a new survey. 

Comes Safe Home, by the 
charity Elderly Accommodation 
Counsel, (EAC) which advises 
elderly people and their fami- 
lies, is the largest of its kind 
ever done. 

The EAC sent 18,000 ques- 
tionnaires to the managers and 
owners of residential care and 
nursing homes. From 7,307 


replies, the report concludes: 

* only 63 per cent of homes 

will take people who are incon- 

tinent 

* 49 per cent will not take 

physically disabled people 

* 44 per cent will not accept 

blind people 

* 75 per cent will not take peo- 

ple who are mentally ill 

* 25 per cent do not have 

wheelchair access 

* less than half have a lift 
“Some readers will be rather 

taken aback by the number of 


shutters lowered against those 
with disabilities and  pro- 
nounced ill-health,” says the 
report. 

There are 300,000 residential 
care places available in 13,500 
homes. Of these, 3,000 are run 
by local authorities, with the 
rest private or voluntary 
homes. 

“When, under the new com- 
munity care regime, the pack- 
ages of care are gift-wrapped 
into their neat parcels, there 


Continued on page 2 


2 NEWS 


lan’s a right little revver | RNIB college closes 


Six-year-old Ian Powell from 
Chester has joined the biking 
fraternity with his «specially 
converted Ninja Storm Cat 
3x3, thanks to a letter from his 


* mother. 


Ian, who uses a wheelchair, 
spied the battery-powered 
three-wheeler on a visit to Hal- 
fords with mum Gail Powell 
last summer. 

But because he has very little 
power in his legs, he couldn’t 
operate the  foot-controlled 
accelerator. 

Gail Powell contacted The 
Ninja Corporation in Cheshire, 
distributors of the Storm Cat, 
asking for help. 

“You would make a little boy 
very happy if you could adapt 
some sort of electric car or 
trike,” she wrote. 

“It would give Ian some 
independence and he would be 
for once the envy of other ‘nor- 
mal’ children.” 

The Ninja Corporation 
moved the accelerator on to the 
handle, motorbike style, added 
a hand brake, and now Ian is 
ready for the off. 

“Jan drives to the local shops 
and looks forward to our family 
walks. For the first time he has 
become the centre of attention 
with all the neigbourhood kids 
and he loves it,” said Gail. 


The company are now 


Pensioners spurned 
Continued from page I 


may well be found to be an 
inadequacy of private sector 
homes anxious to deal with the 
kind of difficulties which, for 


an amalgam of reasons, may - 


not be accessible to domiciliary 


Ian Powell: heading for the hills (or maybe just the shops). 


geared up to converting other 
Storm Cats, priced at £179.95 
for a 6-volt model (suitable for 
play), or £229.95 for a 12-volt 


solutions.” 

Costs varied, from a high of 
£346 a week for residential care 
in Berkshire, to £161 a week in 
the Borders. 

The EAC says there: ‘are 
around 100,000 people in resi- 
dential care who do not need to 
be there. “Given reasonable 


JOHN MILLS PHOTOGRAPHY 
one (for mobility). 


Contact The Ninja Corporation, 
tel: 051-495 1677. 


day or domiciliary care ... a 
considerable number could live 
independently in their own 
accomodation.” 


Comes Safe Home: National 
Survey of Accommodation for the 
Elderly, £49.95, 46a Chiswick 
High Road, London W4 1SZ. 


The North London School of 
Physiotherapy (NLSP), the 
only British college to train 
visually impaired students, is to 
close (DN, May 1990). 

From this October, new stu- 
dents will study at the Poly- 
technic of East London. (PEL) 
Students already at the NLSP 


Legal fights 
Continued from page 1 


disabled enough to need respite 
care and could only get help 
from its holiday budget. 

Director of social services 
John Ransford, said the £100 
payment was “appropriate and 
fair’ and the council cannot 
provide Mr Hargreaves with “a 
blank cheque every time he 
asks them for money”. 

Parents Frank and _ Val 
Clarke from Birmingham are 
seeking a judicial review of the 
1981 Education Act so as to pin 
responsibility for providing 
physiotherapy for their son on 
either the local health or educa- 
tion authority. 

The Act supports therapy 
back-up for special needs 
pupils, but does not say which 
authority should provide it. 

Consultants recommended 
that Sebastian, 8, who has cere- 
bral palsy, should have three 
physiotherapy sessions a week, 
but the local health authority 
says it can only afford one. 

Mrs Clarke said: “We are 
hoping a precedent can be set 
which will help other parents 
in our position.” 

A spokesperson for West 
Midlands’ Regional Health 
Authority admitted 300 parents 
had the same problem in South 
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A Alvema 200 -quite simply the best 


The new 200 has everything that makes Alvema the very 


best in luxury pushchairs. 


A tough transporter that will allow you to go on long 


will finish their courses there. 

A Royal National Institute 
for the Blind spokeswoman said 
closure was due to falling rolls 
and the trend towards integra- 
tion in education. 

But, she added, the PEL 
would provide course work in 
braille, tape, .and large print. 


Birmingham and said they were 
reviewing provision. 

Two Plymouth pensioners, 
Nellie. Johns, 88, and Nellie 
Baker, 90, are leading a legal 
battle to stop Devon County 
Council closing nine of its resi- 
dential homes involving 220 
long-stay residents. They have 
been granted legal aid to take 
their case to the High Court. 

Ms Johns, a resident of 
Ingleside in Plymouth, said: 
“We are confident of victory 
and will continue fighting until 
we win the day.” 

Kath Hill, chairman of the 
Torybrook League of Friends, 
said: “One of the main grounds 
on which we will be fighting 
will be that they did not con- 
sult the homes before making 
their decision.” 

Social Services vice-chair- 
man, Jane Sutherland-Earl, 
said the money saved by the 
closures will be used on 
improving day care and respite 
care provision. 
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NEWS 3 


‘Cuts hit 


voluntary 
groups 


Vital services to disabled and 
elderly people provided by vol- 


‘untary groups are being hit by 


cuts in council spending, says a 


new report. 
The National Council for 
Voluntary Organisations 


(NCVO) says £569 million of 
grants in 1990-91 fell by £29.4 
million in 1991-92, and will 
drop again by £42.4 million in 
1992-93. 

“With no statutory obliga- 


}tion to fund voluntary organi- 


sations, they are often first on 
the list for cuts by _ hard- 
pressed local authorities,” it 
concludes. 

Local Authority Funding for 
Voluntary Organisations is based 
on questionnaires sent out to 
139 local authorities in Eng- 


iland, 93 of which responded. 


Cuts are due to councils 


istruggling to meet spending 


limits imposed by central gov- 
ernment, says the NCVO. 
One group hit is the Greater 


'Manchester Council for Volun- 
tary Service, which has had its 


grant from the Labour-con- 
trolled Association of Greater 
Manchester Authorities cut 
from £202,000 to £148,000. 


(Plans to cut it to £98,000 were 


scrapped after protests.) 

The NCVO_ recommends 
that charities and voluntary 
groups be exempted from busi- 
ness rates (they get 80 per cent 
relief now) and that grants are 
removed from charge-capping 


calculations. 


Disabled people were among 
over 300 protestors who 
marched to the Department of 
Transport last month _ to 
demonstrate against bus dereg- 
ulation. 

The Capital Transport Cam- 
pagn (CTC), which campaigns 


KEVIN WEAVER 


No to bus changes 


for a “safe, reliable, accessible 
and affordable transport sys- 
tem”, organised the protest. 

The CTC fears Government 
plans to deregulate London 
buses will lead to higher fares, 
greater congestion and reduced 
services. 


Government gives in 
over tribunal fees 


Some disabled people will now 
be able to sit on disability 
appeal tribunals without having 
their benefits reduced or with- 
drawn. 

The concession, announced 
by the Government in March, 
means that people claiming 
either Invalidity Benefit (IB) or 
Severe Disablement Allowance 
(SDA) will be able to sit on a 
tribunal for one day a week and 
receive an attendance fee of 
around £100. 

The tribunals hear appeals 
from people denied Disability 
Living or Working Allowances, 
or those who feel they are not 
getting the right amount. 


There had been fears that 
disabled people would be dis- 
couraged from sitting on tri- 
bunals when they realised that 
attendance fees would be 
counted as earnings, and they 
could be regarded as capable of 
work and so disqualified from 
benefit (DN, March). 

But despite the concession, 
earnings rules for other bene- 
fits remain unchanged. 

People who receive Income 
Support, Housing Benefit or 
Community Charge benefit in 
addition to IB or SDA, could 
still have their benefits jeopar- 
dised by receiving tribunal 
attendance fees. 


Mencap ads protest 


Mencap’s new poster campaign 
has come under fire from peo- 
ple with learning difficulties. 
One poster shows a snow 
scene with the message: “It 
looks just as beautiful for a per- 
son with a mental handicap.” 
People First, an organisation 
of people who have learning 
difficulties, says the posters are 


“sickening”. 

Administrator Andrew 
Bright said: “We find the term 
mental handicap _ insulting. 


Why don’t they call us people 
with learning difficulties? 

“We realise Mencap are try- 
ing to change their image but 
these posters look just as sick- 
ening to a person with learning 
difficulties as the rest of Men- 
cap’s adverts. 


“Mencap say they are chang- 
ing, so why don’t they change 
their name?” 

Mencap director of market- 
ing and appeals, Steve Billing- 
ton, said: “Our aim is to use 
stimulating pictures to chal- 
lenge the public to think in a 
positive way about people with 
a mental handicap. The use of 
terminology is deliberate. We 
are addressing people who have 
little experience or sympathy 
for people with a mental hand- 
icap and feel that the term 
learning disability would go 
over their heads. 

“We’ve made big strides for- 
ward recently by changing our 
logo, but research shows it 
would be foolhardy to change 
the name as well at this stage.” 


New DLF 
director 


The Disabled 
Living Foun- 
dation (DLF), 
the charity 
which advises 
on all aspects (ae 

of living with a disability, has 
a new director. He is Charles 
Moore, 65, (above) the retiring 


executive director of John 
Groom’s Association. 
Replacing Paul Brearley, 


who was on a two-year second- 
ment from the Department of 
Health, he too will be steering 
the DLF towards merger with 
the Royal Association for Dis- 
ability and Rehabilitation 
(RADAR). But he does not see 
himself as the joint director. 
“The new organisation should 
have a bright young thing.” 

He wants to increase the 
number of DLF _ training 
courses and extend the equip- 
ment catalogue to cover getting 
aids “in the social services jun- 
gle”. His dream is to see the 
information available in every 
public library. 
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robably the largest van converter in the UK.” 


WHATEVER YOUR NEEDS: 


* Large or small conversions 
* Ramps or lifts 
* Any make or type of van 
* Complete vehicle prices start from £7,995 


contact sales on 0392-211611 


DEVON CONVERSIONS 
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EXETER, DEVON EX2 8BY 
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Come and see Possum on Stands No: 286 and 287 and our 
Joncare division on Stand No: 338 and visit Suite 4 (adjacent to 
the Registration Area) where you will be able to view our range of 
Rehabilitation products which includes many new items. 


Possum Seminars are held regularly nationwide and are a ‘hands 
on’ opportunity to try all our.equipment including our latest 


developments. 


Wholly owned by two Charities, Possum have been helping 


disabled people for over 30 years. 


possu 


mM 


ossum Controls Limited 


Please send for further details of how Possum can improve the quality of !ife 
for myself/parent/child/friend. Possum Controls Ltd, Middlegreen Road, 
Langley, Slough, SL3 6DF. Telephone: 0753 579234. Fax: 0753 512840 
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4 NEWS FROM WESTMINSTER 


Election ’92: the ins, outs and shaken all abouts 


Who’s out 

The Parliamentary career of 
Robert Hayward, the MP who 
talked out the Civil Rights 
(Disabled Persons) Bill, has run 
out of time. 

With a swing to Labour of 
5.7 per cent, the Kingswood 
voters made Mr Hayward one 
of the 44 Tory casualties of the 
campaign, sending Roger Berry 
to take his place. 

But it wasn’t only the Tories 
who suffered losses. 

David __ Bellotti, —_ Liberal 
Democrat spokesman on local 
government and community 
care, fell to Conservative Nigel 
Waterson in Eastbourne after 
snatching the seat in a 1990 by- 
election. 

Sylvia Heal, Labour MP for 
Mid-Staffs, also proved that 
what by-elections giveth, gen- 
eral elections taketh away when 
she lost to Conservative 
Michael Fabricant. Ms Heal, 
who was once a social worker at 
an employment and rehabilita- 
tion centre for disabled people 
in Surrey, was a member of the 
All-Party Disablement Group. 


Who’s back 

Nicholas Scott returns as MP 
for Chelsea, and remains Min- 
ster for Disabled People. Alf 


Virginia Bottomley: health 


Morris, MP for Manchester 
Wythenshawe and _ shadow 
minister for disabled people, is 
also back. Both had increased 
majorities. 

Peter Thurnham, chairman 
of the Conservative Disability 
Group and the parent of a dis- 


abled child, just made it back 
as MP for Bolton North East 
with a majority of 185, cut 
from 813. 

And voters in Lord James 
Douglas-Hamilton’s Edinburgh 
West constituency, the last of 
the marginals surveyed by DN 
in April, snipped 0.3 per cent 
off his 1987 vote, sending him 
back to London as their MP. 

Other familiar faces in the 
disability world making their 
return are Tories Sir John 
Hannam, secretary of the All- 
Party Disablement Group, and 
Emma Nicholson, who is par- 
tially deaf. Labour’s Alan 
Meale, who campaigns on 
behalf of clothing workshops 
which make specially tailored 
clothes for disabled people, 
remains as MP for Mansfield. 


Who’s new 

Peter Lilley takes over from 
Tony Newton as Secretary of 
State for Social Security. 


Virginia Bottomley, previ- 


ouly Health Minister in charge 
of community care, steps up to 


Peter Lilley: social security 


become Secretary of State for 
Health, replacing William 
Waldegrave. 

And Gillian Shephard comes 
into the Cabinet as Secretary of 
State for Employment. 

It is not yet known if any of 
the 139 new MPs have a dis- 
ability as none of the parties 
monitors candidates for it. But 
already, some interesting new 
faces are emerging. 

Tessa Jowell, ex-assistant 
director of Mind, the mental 


health charity, and director of 
the Joseph Rowntree Founda- 
tion’s community care pro- 
gramme, took Dulwich for 
Labour from the Conservatives. 

David Hanson, a _ former 
North West regional manager 
and parliamentary officer with 
The Spastics Society, also 
seized a Conservative seat for 
Labour, taking Delyn in Wales. 

Lady Olga Maitland, the 
new Conservative MP for Sut- 
ton and Cheam, is a member of 
the Conservative Disability 


Group, as is Peter Ainsworth, 
the member for Surrey East. 
Elizabeth Lynne, the speech 
consultant who held Rochdale 
for the Liberal Democrats, is 
chair of Rochdale Alliance for 
Community Care and on the 


Gillian Shephard: jobs 


management committees of 
Rochdale Citizens Advice 
Bureau and Rochdale Volun- 
tary Action. 


Who failed 

Andrew Popat, the disabled 
Tory candidate for Bradford 
South (DN, November 1991) 
failed to oust Labour’s Bob 
Cryer, polling 20,283 votes to 
Mr Cryer’s 25,185. 

Andrew Boff, the ex-leader 
of Hillingdon council which 
voted to close Barnhill, the 
“showpiece” integrated school 
(DN, January 1991), lost 
Hornsey and Wood Green for 
the Conservatives. Ironically, 
the seat had previously been 
held by Sir Hugh Rossi, Minis- 
ter of State: Social Services and 
Disabled, 1981-83. 


THE VERSATILITY OF THE HORACEK 
BUGGY IS AVAILABLE IN THE UK. 


Horacek is a range of superbly versatile rehab buggies from 
Germany. They come with a host of accessories so that each 
buggy can be customised to suit the individual child, whatever 
their handicap or disability. 

© Ideal for children between the ages of 1 and 10. 

© Lightweight, compact, highly manoeuverable and easily folded. 
¢ 2 models in a variety of options. 

To find out more about the versatility of a Horacek buggy, contact 
Booster using the coupon below 


(postage is free). Or call us 


horacek 


on the following number. 


Please send me full details of the Horacek buggy, plus the name of my local dealer. 


NAME (mr. MRS. Miss) 
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Farewell Jack 


Jack Ashley MP (right), vet- 
eran disability campaigner 
and the only totally deaf 
member of Parliament, has 
retired after 26 years as 
Labour MP for Stoke-on- 
Trent South. 

Born in 1922, Mr Ashley 
left school at 14 and had a 
succession of jobs, including 
labouring and crane-driving. 

After rising through the 
ranks of the Chemical Work- 
ers’ Union, he won a scholar- 
ship to Oxford University 
where he got a diploma in 
economics and political sci- 
ence, and then a degree in 
economics at Cambridge. 

He joined the BBC as a 
producer - on programmes 
such as Panorama - before 
becoming MP for Stoke-on- 
Trent South in 1966, spon- 
sored by the GMB union. 

In 1967, an operation to 
clear up a minor hearing loss 
went wrong and he became 
totally deaf. He considered 
giving up his parliamentary 
career but was persuaded to 
stay on by family, friends and 
Parliamentary colleagues. 

In the Commons, an assis- 
tant sat in the press gallery, 
typing what was said in 
debates. This was then 
relayed to Mr Ashley’s com- 
puter screen in the chamber. 

One of the highlights of 
his parliamentary career was 
founding the All-Party Dis- 
ablement Group in 1968, 
which he has chaired since. 


HOLIDAYS 


for the 


DISABLED 


Flights from London, 
Manchester, Birmingham & 
Glasgow to Amsterdam, Ireland, 
Florida, Cote d’Azur, Costa 
Blanca, Tenerife & Majorca. 
Accessible Accommodation 
Guaranteed 
Paralympics 1992 in Barcelona 


FULL COLOUR BROCHURE 
Please send Brochure to 


In 1976 he was made a 
Companion of Honour and 
in 1979 a Privy Councillor. 

As a champion of causes, 
ranging from winning better 
compensation for people dis- 


abled by the drug Thalido- 


mide to campaigning for 
anti-discrimination — legisla- 
tion, he has writ his name 
large in disability history. 

Now 69, Mr Ashley has 
three daughters and lives in 
Surrey. 

Despite “officially” retir- 
ing, he is as busy as ever. 
His agenda is clear: the 
introduction of anti-discrim- 
ination legislation, a compre- 
hensive disability income, 
and better provision for 
community care. 

Mr Ashley’s charity work 
will continue too. Among his 
appointments, he is presi- 
dent of the Royal National 
Institute for Deaf People. 

Although his autobiogra- 
phy, Acts of Defiance, is to 
be published later this year, 
the remarkable career of Jack 
Ashley shows no signs of 
ending. 
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Welsh Coalition 
The South Glamorgan Coali — 
tion of Disabled People was 
launched at County Hall, 
| Cardiff last month. 

The new group, which has 
over 100 members, will push 
for anti-discrimination legisla- 
‘tion, accessible public transport 
and an information service for 
| disabled people. 


Details from Rhian Davies, tel: 
(0222) 485722. 


Outset award 

Outset Mailing Centre, which 
employs 11 disabled people, 
has come second in a business 
excellence competition spon- 
sored by LBC Radio and couri- 
ers DHL. 

Outset is a national charity 
which promotes information 
technology training. 

Its mailing centre is run on a 

commercial basis and offers 
data management and mailing 
facilities to theatres, shops and 
)}companies. 
The centre’s product man- 
wager, David Ellison, received a 
“specially commended” certifi- 
cate from former Olympic run- 
ner Chris Chataway. 


New guide to South East 
A free guide to accessible 
accommodation in South East 
England was launched at Kent 
County Council’s Tourism For 
All Conference in March. 

The guide is one of 14 pro- 
duced by the Holiday Care 
Service and provides informa- 
tion on more than 120 hotels in 
the region. 


Send a large SAE to Holiday 
Care Service, 2 Old Bank 
Chambers, Station Road, Hor- 
ley, Surrey RH6 9HW. 


Library made accessible 
Barnet Council in London, 
which announced recently that 
£7,000 worth of equipment for 
people with sensory disabilities 
was to be installed in its 
libraries, thanks to funding 
from independent paperback 
booksellers Barnicoats, has 
made one of its libraries more 
accessible to wheelchair users. 
A redesigned foyer and a 
ramp are now in place at South 


Friern Library in Colney 
Hatch Lane. 
Corrections 
The Vince Injector Seedrill 


(Checkout, DN March) is only 
suitable for people with steady 
hand control and good eye- 
sight. The seeds are not auto- 
matically fed through the 
central ejection valve. Apolo- 
gies to A E Vince Patents. 

The correct telephone num- 
ber of the Relatives Association 
(News, DN April) is 081-201 
9153 (Mon-Thur) and 071-284 
2541 (Fri). 


Take out a subscription 
to DN! Details page 31 


Nuts to you: Brian Page (centre), 22, has landed a job as a process operator at HBS Foods in 


Dudley Port. He’s the first successful recruit from the Rathbone Society’s new job coaching 
scheme funded by the Black Country Development Corporation for people with special 
needs. With him are job coach Alan Dally and corporation training adviser Julie Boardman. 


Exchangers 


A group of 14 disabled people 
from the Leeds Forum of Dis- 
abled People (LFDP) spent 
four days in their twin-town, 
Lille, last month assessing pub- 
lic services for people with dis- 
abilities. 

LFDP chairwoman Martha 
Morril said: “We were particu- 
larly impressed with the town’s 
civic centre, which had a stair 
lift, and their public transport. 

“Their Metro is fully acces- 
sible and many of the stations 
had information in braille. We 
were disappointed, however, 
that there seeemd to be no 
accessible taxis.” 

The LFDP is now hoping 
that Lille disability groups will 
make a return visit to Leeds. 


Typetalk round the world 


The Royal National Institute 
for Deaf People (RNID) will 
launch a new telephone service 
called Typetalk for people with 
little or no hearing on 1 June. 
People who have text termi- 
nals - word processors which 
transmit messages down the 
telephone line - will be able to 
communicate with anyone 
worldwide. Now they can only 
phone others with terminals. 
British Telecom (BT), which 
is giving £4 million to fund the 
project for three years, has set 
up a Typetalk centre at Speke 
on Merseyside. Over 100 oper- 
ators will act as a link between 
the deaf person and their caller. 
First the caller contacts the 
centre via the terminal and tells 


PROBABLY THE BEST VALUE 
FOR MONEY AVAILABLE 
For detailed information or 
a no obligation test drive 
contact us at either address 


u 
n 


the operator the number to call. 

The operator then relays the 
message or conversation, which 
the user has typed onto his 
screen, to the person at the 
other end of the line. Any 
replies are sent back to the deaf 
person’s terminal. 

An RNID spokesman said: 
“The service is very easy to 
use. It has been very successful 
in the trials we have held over 
the past year. 

A BT spokesman expected 
up to 200,000 people would be 
interested: “We offer a 60 per 
cent rebate on calls because 
they take longer to make.” 

A machine costs about £200. 
Neither BT nor the RNID pay 
for that. 
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BR derails 
cheap fares 


Disabled people are furious 
that British Rail will pursue its 
plans to cut the discount on 
cheap day return tickets for 
disabled people from half to a 
third next January. 

A BR spokesperson 
explained: “50 per cent is a 
very large discount on what is 
the cheapest ticket. We are 
standardising all our discount 
tickets to one third because it 
was confusing.” 

She said wheelchair users 
can still get a 50 per cent dis- 
count on standard day return 
tickets. 

She added: “British Rail 
would much prefer to spend 
the money on improving facili- 
ties for disabled people.” She 
cited ramps and a minicom 
timetable for deaf people as 
recent examples. 

But Keith Armstrong, Dial- 
a-Ride and ‘Taxicard Users 
(DaRT) chairman, representing 
15,000 disabled people, said: 
“This decision is outrageous 
and we all need to fight it. We 
usually have to travel in a 
guards van, and bearing in 
mind the income levels of dis- 
abled people and the poor ser- 
vice we get, the reduction 
should be maintained.” 


* DaRT?’s transport manifesto, 
taken to No 10 in March, calls 
for fully accessible public trans- 
port and increased funding for 
DaRT. It was supported by 81 
London parliamentary candi- 
dates (44 Liberal Democrats, 
28 Labour and nine Tories). 


MOTORBILITY FOR ALL 


Quality conversions for: 


Wheelchair driver 
Wheelchair passenger 
Special Needs & Minibuses 


UNIVERSAL MOBILITY LTD 


JORDANS, PARTRIDGE LANE 
RUSPER, SUSSEX, RH12 4RW 
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Tel: 0293 871019 Fax: 0293 871007 


or 


UNIT G, ROYD MILL 
DYEHOUSE LANE, BRIGHOUSE 
WEST YORKS, HD6 1LL 
Tel: 0484 400795 Fax: 0484 400796 
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6 BREAKTHROUGHS 


First CF 
baby gets 
screen test 


The first baby to be success- 
fully screened for cystic fibrosis 
(CF) has been born at Burnley 
General hospital in Lancashire. 

CF is an inherited condition 
that affects one in 2,000 births 
and causes chronic lung infec- 
tions. 

The baby girl, who weighs 
six pounds, is the result of a 


new screening method which 
enables doctors to discover 
whether fertilised eggs carry 
the CF gene. 

Eggs taken from the mother 
are fertilised outside the womb 
and analysed. Only those free 
of genetic defects are 
implanted. 

The 28-year-old mother and 
her 30-year-old husband, who 
have asked not to be named, 
already have a child with CF. 

So far, five couples have 
gone through the procedure, 
which is being restricted to 
those who already have a child 


with the condition. 

Professor Robert Winston, 
who has been leading research 
at Hammersmith Hospital in 
London.) sat - Weare 
delighted for the couple. This 
new technique will remove a 
lot of worry for thousands of 
would-be parents who want an 
unaffected child.” 

He added that the same 
technique could be used to 
screen babies for other serious 
inherited conditions, such as 
haemophilia. 

A spokesperson for the Cys- 
tic Fibrosis Research Trust 


NOW THERE'S 
NOTHING 


TO STOP YOU 
CHOOSING A 


said: “This exciting develop- 
ment will give hope to thou- 
sands of people who have the 
CF gene”. 


Pioneer 
transplants 
on mice 


Researchers are developing two 
new techniques they believe 
could treat Duchenne’s Mus- 
cular Dystrophy (DMD). 

The inherited condition 


ou've admired them from afar. 
(Perhaps they weren't within 


your range). 


In which case, it’s time you took a. 


closer look. 


A brand new Peugeot 106 is now 
available to you at an initial rental 


that simply couldn't be lower. 
Nil, to be precise. 


In terms of style, performance, 
comfort and handling, the 106 could 


hardly be improved. 


For your particular needs, however, 


THE LION GOES FROM STRENGTH TO STRENGTH. 


improvements could hardly be easier. 


Your dealer can arrange for your 
chosen vehicle (including the very 
competitively priced 205, 309, 405 


or 605) to take swivel seats, hand 
controls, and cranes for wheelchairs, 
with a minimum of fuss. 

Should other special features such 
as electric windows, or a sunroof seem 
a refreshing idea, were sure that your 
Peugeot Representative will be equally 
accommodating. 


For further information, 


please contact your local 


Peugeot Dealer, who 
will be able to help you 
decide which model 
best suits your needs. 


C 


PEUGEOT 


Peugeot Motability Department 0203 884000 
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affects one in 3,500 males and 
leads to a gradual weakening of 
muscles and premature death. 
It is caused by a genetic defect 
that stops the production of 
the vital muscle protein dys- 
trophin. 

Scientists at the Institute of 
Molecular Medicine in Oxford 
have found that when the dys- 
trophin gene is inserted into 
the embryos of mice with the 
same genetic defect as people 
with DMD, the missing pro-— 
tein appears in muscle fibres. 

The group, led by Dr Kay 
Davies, are now hoping similar 
gene transplants can be done 
on humans. 

Dr Davies said: “There is no 
reason why transplants cannot 
be carried out on humans, but 
I believe it will be many years 
before the technique is per- 
fected”. 

The team has also discoy- 
ered a protein with a similar 
structure to dystrophin present 
in the muscles of people with 
DMD. | 

Dr Davies believes it may, if 
produced in large enough 
quantities, compensate for the 
lack of dystrophin. 

The Muscular Dystropy 
Group said: “It is important- 
that the team is exploring lots 
of different avenues of research 
and we hope that their work 
will eventually lead to an effec- 
tive treatment of DMD.” 


Proteins 
ease pain 
in joints 
Scientists believe “heat shock” 
proteins produced in the blood 
of burns patients may lead to a 
new treatment for rheumatoid 
arthritis. 

Researchers at the University 
of Bristol have proved that the 
proteins, which help fight 
infection, can prevent the con- 
dition in laboratory mice. 

When infected mice were 
injected with the proteins their 
symptoms disappeared. The 
team will now start trials on 
people. 

Rheumatoid arthritis occurs 
when the body’s immune sys- 
tem attacks joints, causing stiff- 
ness and swelling. 

Scientists believe the pro- 
teins, which can be created by 
heating plasma in a test-tube, 
halt the condition by protecting 
affected joints from attack. 

Dr Ian Silver of the uni- 
veristy’s pathology department 
commented: “This is a major 
breakthrough which could lead 
to a new treatment. 

“We still do not know how 
the proteins work, but when we 
do it may be possible to design 
a drug to do the same job in 
people.” 

A spokesperson for the 
Arthritis and Rheumatism 
Council said: “The results of 
this work are very exciting and 
promising. 

“Tt will, however, be many 
years before a cure is found.” 
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| Disabled sailor Geoff Holt, 25, launched his “Around the Island Challenge” in April. Mr Holt 


jhopes to take his 15 foot Challenger trimaran around the Isle of Wight single-handed on 6 
/August to raise money for the RYA Seamanship Foundation, which helps disabled people to 
)sail, and INSPIRE, the spinal injury research charity. To donate, tel: (0703) 629962. 


Disabled children put adults to the test 


|Peter White reports: 

|A group of disabled schoolchil- 
| dren seized a rare opportunity 
to air their views to prominent 
| local figures in March. 

| Taking part in the world- 
wide programme of “Chil- 
dren’s Hearings”, the students 
from Victoria School in Birm- 
ingham quizzed a panel of 
jinfluential adults, including 
headmaster Ian Glen, disability 
jrights officer Bob Finlay, and 
| John Williams, chairman of the 
school’s board of governors. 

| The students - aged between 
| 11 and 17 - called for improved 
| bus services, better support for 
|moving from school to work, 
| better resourced day centres 
}and properly tried and tested 
facilities for disabled people in 
public buildings. Each point 
} was backed with specific inci- 
dents of inadegate provision. 

| On school issues, the stu- 
| dents put in a plea for a more 
flexible approach to _ the 
National Curriculum to take 


ADDRESS 


TELEPHONE 


Send to: METCO WALKABOUTS, FREEPOST BEESTON, 
NOTTINGHAM NG9 1BR No stamp required. 
Tel: (0602) 255488. 


account of the extra demands 
on the timetable of physiother- 
apy and other non-academic 
commitments, and more 
emphasis on PE and craft sub- 
jects. 

More action was demanded 
to save the planet from 


destruction, to ban animal cru- 
elty, and to end wasteful pack- 
aging and industrial pollution. 


Questioner: David Jones 


Panel members promised 
action, offered support or 
explained the constraints - but 
most importantly they listened 
to the young people’s views. 

“Some people take 


Walkabouts 


by Vietco 


Extra mobility for around £100! 


Walkabouts keep you mobile and active. They have wheels, 
directional control, brakes and baskets. 
The Sit-Down Walkabout has a handy seat. They fold flat for 
transport and delivery is included in the price. 
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wheelchairs into  considera- 
tion,” said 16-year-old David 
Jones after the hearing, “but 
they should be listening to the 
person in the wheelchair first.” 

“There are many people who 
speak on behalf of young peo- 
ple - but not many opportuni- 
ties for them to speak for 
themselves,” said Gabrielle 
Schembri, the national organ- 
iser of Voice of the Children 
which has overseen 15 local 
Hearings in the UK so far. 

Similar events are being held 
all over the world and many 
countries will hold National 
Hearings. A global Children’s 
Hearing, with representatives 
from over 20 countries, will 
take place at the Earth Summit 
in Rio de Janeiro in June. 

Victoria School has also 
drawn up its own Children’s 
Charter. It too will go forward 
for inclusion in a composite 
national and then global Chil- 
dren’s Charter, as well as being 
sent out locally. 


Extra mobility for 
around £100! 
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Students win cash 


Thirty nine disabled students 
won a total of £58,000 in the 
Snowdon Awards in March. 
The scheme was set up by 
Lord Snowdon in 1981, the 
International Year of Disabled 
People, to help disabled stu- 
dents with the extra costs of 
further education and training. 
Winners this year include 
Vivien Mullett, 21, who is 
studying for a degree in fine art 
at the School of Art in Winch- 


ester. She won £3,000 to go 
towards the cost of carers, cata- 
logues and books. 

The 1992 Special Award for 
“outstanding work’for the ben- 
efit of disabled people” went to 
the integrated Chicken Shed 
Theatre Company. 


The scheme 1s administered by 
Action Research, Vincent House, 
North Parade, Horsham, West 
Sussex, RH12 2DA. 


SUNGIFT PLC 


ONLY THE BEST 
IS GOOD ENOUGH 


WALKING PROBLEMS? 


WHY BE A PRISONER IN YOUR OWN HOME? 
JUST IMAGINE HAVING THE FREEDOM TO 
COME AND GO AS “YOU” PLEASE. 


SUNGIFT THE ULTIMATE 4 WHEEL SCOOTER 


It will fold into a small hatch back car. 


It climbs most kerbs at any angle 
“without the problem of tipping.” 


It will climb a 1 in 4 hill. 

It will carry a 28 stone person. 
It will go through a 25" opening. 
It has puncture proof tyres. 

It can travel at 8 m.p.h., 

with a 20 mile range. 


‘LAST BUT NOT LEAST’ 
IT COMES WITH AN ALL 


WEATHER HOOD, TWO YEAR 


WARRANTY, PLUS A FREE HOME 


DEMONSTRATION. YOU DON’T 


NEED A LICENCE TO DRIVE ANY OF SUNGIFTS 3 OR 4 WHEEL 
SCOOTER RANGE. 


0626 53520 


Send today for our latest full colour brochure showing our complete range of products 


SEND TO: BODY THERAPY, HAWTHORN HOUSE, 3 HAWTHORN 
CLOSE, ALLER PARK, NEWTON ABBOT, TQ12 4TG. 


A wheelchair 
accessible 
bus service 
across London 


Buses stop at the minutes past the hour shown at each station, daily. 


Euston 


Paddington 
) 


Victoria 
(Grosvenor Gardens) 


Victoria Station 


St Pancras King’s Cross 


Liverpool Street 


Waterloo 
a@ cen) 


First bus 0830 Victoria station. Last bus 1915 Waterloo to Paddington only. 


Carelink is available for anyone who may have heavy luggage or 
impaired mobility. The service links major main line stations in 
London and connects with the wheelchair-accessible Airbus 
services from both Euston and Victoria to Heathrow. 


Flat rate fares are 50p for holders of London Boroughs Elderly or 
Disabled Person's Travel Permits or British Rails Disabled Persons 
Railcards, 50p for children to 15 years of age and £1.00 for 


other adults. 


For further details of this and other accessible services in London, contact the Unit for Disabled 
Passengers, 55 Broadway. London SW1H OBD or telephone 071-222 5600 (Minicom 071-918 3015) 
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Aces high in basketball tournament 


The Big Eight 
Basketball 


Tournament 


British captain Nigel Smith led 
the Milton Keynes Aces to vic- 
tory in Channel Four’s Big 
Eight wheelchair basketball 


tournament in March. 
The Aces beat the Sheffield 
Steelers 35-29 in an exciting 


big event. It was especially 
pleasing to win in front of the 
television cameras.” 

The Aces skipper, Nigel 
Smith, said: “This was a fan- 
tastic result for us. We were 
keen to get revenge on the 
Steelers because they have 
beaten us three times this sea- 
son. The team showed a lot of 
character and we are confident 
we can win the national title 


next year.” 
The Aces reached the final 


Oldham Owls take on the Meteors and win. 


final at Sheffield’s Pond Forge 
Sports Centre. It was the Aces’ 
first major trophy in three 
years. 

Man of the match Simon 
Munn, who scored 16 points 
for the Aces, said: “We are 
delighted to have won such a 


Fagle 


by beating both Capital City 
Jazz and the Oldham Owls. 
Highlights of the whole tour- 
nament will be shown on 
Channel Four in August. 


Profile of Aces’ captain Nigel 
Smith, page 24. 


MOTORHOMES 
& DAY VANS 


PURPOSE BUILT UNITS 

TOTAL FREEDOM OF DESIGN 

FOR HOLIDAYS, WEEKENDS OR DAY USE 
WHEELCHAIR DRIVEN OR TRANSFER TO 


CAB SEATS 


OWN USE OR CARER ASSISTED 


ON ROAD DEMONSTRATION UNITS 
THAT CAN COME TO YOU 


Everything we do is 
Designed for you. 


FOR BROCHURE: Eagle Motorcaravans, Unit 2, 
25c Brockhampton Lane, Havant PO9 1JT 


0705 477177 
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Two Oldham Owls take on Milton Keynes Aces’ captain Nigel Smith (centre) in the semis 


Tim Russell reports 


= 


London Marathon 


Canada’s Daniel Wesley won 
the fastest ever BSAD-ADT 
London Wheelchair Marathon 
last month. 

He finished in a time of 
1:51:42, slicing 70 seconds off 
the course record. 

Britain’s David Holding 
came second, crossing the tape 
just 11 seconds behind Wesley. 
Holding took the lead several 
times during the race, but was 
narrowly beaten in an exciting 
sprint finish. 

The favourite and world 
record-holder Hanz Frei, from 
Switzerland, was surprisingly 
beaten into third place, while 
Sweden’s Bo Lindkvist came 
fourth. 

The first four finishers were 
all inside the old London 
record. 

It was Wesley’s third attempt 
to take the London title and he 
was delighted to have finally 
won. 

“That was one of the tough- 
est races I’ve ever taken part 
in,” said the Canadian national 
champion. 

“The other guys were very 
fast and I had to pull out all the 
stops to win.” 

David Holding, the 1989 
winner, said he was not disap- 
pointed to have missed out on a 
second victory. 

“I felt I could have beaten 
Daniel, but I can’t be too 
unhappy after coming second 
in such a great race. It was des- 
perately close at the end and 
I’m hoping to get the better of 
him next year.” 

Cardiff student Tanni Grey 
was the surprise winner of the 
women’s race. She beat pre- 


Wesley wins at last 


race favourite Rose Hill from 
Milton Keynes. 

The two were together for 
most of the race, but Grey 
proved the stronger competiti- 
tor in the final few miles. She 
crossed the line in 2:22:23, 23 
seconds ahead of her rival. 


Neck and neck as they come round the bend. 


“Tm thrilled and really sur- 
prised to have won,” said 
Tanni, who is the British track 
record holder at all distances 


from 100m to 800m. 

“T didn’t do a lot of training 
for the race and as Rose had 
beaten me in the last two Lon- 
don marathons I wasn’t very 
confident. 

“It’s not my favourite course, 
I hate all those cobble stones, 


GRAHAM BOOL PHOTOGRAPHY 


so this is a bit of a bonus for 
me. I’m just hoping I’ll be able 
to do as well in this summer’s 
Barcelona Paralympics.” 


Winter Paralympics 


Britain’s disabled skiers 
‘returned home last month as 
‘the nation’s most successful 
winter Paralympic team, after 
winning one silver and four 
bronze medals during the fifth 
Games at Albertville, France. 
The 15-strong team won one 
more bronze medal than the 


GRAY GARNER 


Super Stockford 


previous best at Innsbruk in 
1984 and finished 12th out of 
24 countries. 

The most successful British 
skier was Matthew Stockford, 
who won three bronze medals 
in the paraplegic section of the 
downhill, slalom and_ super 


giant slalom. 

“I was delighted to win the 
medals,” said Matthew, “But I 
can do better and will be disap- 
pointed if I don’t get a silver or 
gold at the next games.” 

Matthew was disabled in a 
skiing accident eight years ago, 
when he broke his back. But 
within two years he was back 
on the slopes and won the 
world title in 1990. 

He uses a specially con- 
structed mono-bob - a fibre 
glass seat on a single ski - built 
by his own design team. “It’s as 
controllable as normal skis, 
provided you know the course. 
We have been working hard to 
make it faster by improving the 
suspension.” 

Britain’s other medal winner 
was Richard Burt, who claimed 
a silver in the partially-sighted 
B3 division of the giant slalom. 

He now plans to join the 
European able-bodied circuit 


next year, with his sighted 
guide. 
Christine Blackmore, the 


only women in the squad, nar- 
rowly failed to win a medal, 
coming fourth in the LW10 
slalom. 

She is now hoping to be 
picked for the tennis team at 
the Barcelona Paralympics this 
summer. If she is_ selected, 
Christine will be the only 
British competitor to have 
taken part in both Games in 
the same year. 

Karen Pritchard of the 
British Paralympic Association 


Christine Blackmore, the only woman in the squad, flies the 


flag at the closing ceremony. 


GRAY GARNER 


said: “It was a marvellous event 
and we did better than we 
expected considering the high 
level of competition and our 
team’s lack of practice. 


“All the teams that beat us 
had been on the snow for two 
months before the Games, 
while some of our squad had 
hardly skied since Christmas.” 
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Brits are hot stuff on snow 


The United States led the 
overall medals table, while 
Germany were second and the 
Commonwealth of Independent 
States third. 


Bronze figure: Stockford took medals in the downhill, slalom and super giant slalom. 
GRAY GARNER 


Dressage championships coming here 


Britain will host the World 


Dressage Championships for 
disabled people for the first 
time in July 1994. 

The championships will be 
staged at Hartpury College, 
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near Gloucester, with more 
than 120 riders from 20 coun- 
tries expected to take part. 
“This is tremendous news,” 
said Jonquil Solt, chairman of 
the Riding for the Disabled 


Inline ae our major procs of uheatchalrs designed to meet exacting 

user needs, Newton Products are proud to announce the Handy 1. 
Designed by Keele University and proven over 3 years of clinical trials, 

© Handy 1 is the first independant eating aid available in the world. 

Call on our stand at the Naidex Exhibition for a demonstration of our 

full range of products - 
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B Newton Products, Freepost, Birmingham B33 8BR 
Tel: 021 783 6081 


Fax: 021 783 5723 
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POWERED CHAIRS 
General & Special 
Purpose 


Livin G 


Association, who is also deputy 
chairman of the International 
Paralympic Equestrian Com- 
mittee. 

“We will do our best to make 
this a memorable event.” 
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One of the fiercest 
fought issues of the 
election was over 
the fact or fiction of 
the “two-tier” health 
service - one for the 
rich, one for the 
poor. 

Does money talk as 
loudly in the 
disability world? 
Does a person’s 
wealth, education or 
background make 
the difference 
between having it all 
or having nothing? 
Tim Russell reports 


Baroness Davina Darcy de 
Knayth, 53, is an independent 
peer who entered the House of 
Lords in 1970. She was 
severely disabled in a car crash 
28 years ago and owns an 
adapted bungalow in Maiden- 
head and a hand-operated car. 

The hereditary peer believes 
it is crucial that disabled people 
have money because it enables 
them to buy the equipment 
they need. 

“T was able to install ramps 
and grab rails, widen my doors 


Baroness de Knayth 


and buy a hand-operated car. I 
was in hospital for a year after 
the crash and if my parents had 
not been wealthy and support- 
ive, my children might have 
gone into care.” 

But she believes personality 
is also important. 

“You have to be determined, 
persistent and_ well-informed. 
Being well educated helps, but 
the education you get from life 
is more important than the 
education you get at univer- 
sity.” 

Margaret Morrison, 56, from 
Clydebank, Scotland, has mul- 
tiple sclerosis and until recently 
thought she would never get 
the outdoor electric wheelchair 
she needed to remain indepen- 
dent. 

mal! couldn’t get the 
wheelchair I needed on the 
NHS and although I receive 
severe disability allowance and 
attendance allowance, it’s not 
enough money for me to buy a 
new wheelchair. 

“My friends tried to raise 
some money themselves, by 
holding events like jumble 
sales, but they couldn’t raise 
enough.” 

Fortunately her husband’s 
old comrades in the Royal 
Marines have come to the res- 
cue and given Margaret £1,500 
- enough money to buy a sec- 
ond hand chair from Glasgow 
Shop Mobility. 

“T am so relieved to have got 
the chair, it will make an enor- 
mous difference to my life. 

“But it seems unfair that 
people like me can only get 
such vital equipment by receiv- 
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ing charitable donations.” 

Wheelchair user Andrew 
Walker, 50, from London, is 
convinced a two-tier system 
exists. 


flat. Without the money, my 

choice of equipment would 

have been severely limited. 
“But, on the other hand, 


being well educated and articu- 


Margaret Morrison thought she would never get her chair. 


Mr Walker is an access offi- 
cer and freelance architect who 
became disabled ten years ago. 
“It definitely helps having a 
well paid job,” he said. “It has 
enabled me to buy the kind of 
equipment, such as a comfort- 
able stair lift, that I want in my 


late is not always an advantage. 
It often means people don’t 
expect you to need help. They 
assume you will know the sys- 
tem inside out and be very well 
informed, even when you 
don’t.” 

Raymond Hodkinson, 56, 


People unable to 
control shaking arms 
and hands may be 
able to use a 
computer with 
MousetTrap. 


Mousetrap enables people 
with severe tremor, ataxia or 
athetoid movement to use a 
computer mouse. Viscous 
damping smoothes out 
uncontrolled movements. 


r“Miouse Trap by Liberator” 


The Liberator product range helps users 
to interact with others and improve their 
environment. 

Through a wide range of communication 
devices, software solutions, and tremor 
aids life can be richer and more satisfying 
than ever before. 

For more information about our products 
and services use the coupon or call 
Freephone 0800 622457. 


LIBERATOR LIBERATOR (4, 


FIRST IN SERVICE 


Whitegates, Swinstead, Lincolnshire NG33 4PA. 
Telephone: 047684 391 Fax: 047684 357 


Please send more information to... 
NAME 


The device can be used with 
a keyboard emulator which 
draws a keyboard on the 
screen from which the user 
can choose keys and thus 
perform any function, using 
the mouse. 

With MouseTrap some 
people who could only 
access a computer using 
slow single switch tracking 
methods can now use 
almost any type of computer 
programme from word 
processing to drawing with 
relative ease and speed. 


DN5/92 


ADDRESS 


POSTCODE TEL. 
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The secret of success 


from Bolton, Lancashire, was a 
driving instructor for disabled 
people until he went blind ten 
years ago. 

He rents a council flat and 
has just started a new job as a 
telephonist at Barclays bank in 
Salford. It is his first full-time 
job since becoming disabled. 

“T think the system is 
unfair,” said Ray. “I have been 
striving hard to get a job for 
years and faced many disap- 
pointments. 

“T have only got this job 
through pushing myself for- 
ward and teaching myself to 
use a computer.” 

The £300 adapted computer 
was bought by his son, who 


“I was in hospital for a 
year after the crash. If 
my parents had not 
been wealthy and sup- 
portive, my children 
might have gone into 
care.” - Baroness de 
Knayth. 


works as a furniture assembler, 
and although Bolton Council 
have given Ray a brailler, and 


neds Walker 


the Guide Dogs for the Blind 
Association paid for his typing 
course, he has received little 


A UNIQUE SERVICE! 
Lin Berwick, DA's tele- 
phone counsellor, herself 
disabled, can give other 
disabled people and their 
carers advice and sup- 
port on personal and 
spiritual problems. Talk 
to her on Monday after- 
noons, IlIpm-5pm _ and 
Thursdays 6pm-10pm. 
Her telephone number is 
(04024) 77582. From 20 
May, Lin’s number will 
be (0708) 477582. 


CEREBRAL PALSY 
HELPLINE 
Cerebral 

Helpline (which also helps 
people with other disabili-_ 
ties) gives a wide range of 


The Palsy 


advice and _ information. 
Mon-Fri llam to 9pm, Sat 
and Sun 2pm to 6pm. Tel: 
(0800) 626216. 
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help from any other source. 

“T had to do it all off my 
own bat. If you want to make 
something of your life, you 
have to do it yourself, because 
you'll get no help from any- 
body else.” 

Andy Berry, 41, who has 
‘cerebral palsy, was co-director 
of the computer consultancy 
firm Rakewell, before he set up 
on his own in January. He 
owns his own home in Milton 
Keynes. 

“Its not just having money 


zee ee 


Ray Hodkinson and his dog Barney 


that’s important,” said Andy, 
who has an MSc in computer 
science. “You need, above all, 


| to have presence. You can’t 


| mined. 


take no for an answer. 
“It’s important to be deter- 
Unfortunately some 


disabled people are too passive. 


Andy Berry 


You have to keep on fighting 
for the services you need.” 

Andy discovered this when 
he was out of work earlier this 
year and asked social services 
for a home-help. 

“They were reluctant to help 
me at first because I did not 


fall into any of their categories. 
But by being nice, reasonable 
and fluent I persuaded them to 
help me. If I hadn’t been so 
determined I'd have received 
nothing.” 

Andy has had to be equally 
positive and persuasive in his 
business career. 

“It can be very frustrating 
when you come across preju- 
dice. 

“Some businessmen are 
unable to deal with disabled 
people. It’s something I first 


BOLTON EVENING NEWS 


came across when I set up 
Rakewell with Vic Gerhardl, 
who also has cerebral palsy. 
“We often knew from the 
way a potential client looked at 


us when he walked in the room 
whether we would get the con- 
tract or not. 

“It was very frustrating, but 
it was not worth getting upset 
over. You have to deal with it 
and be positive.” 

Edna Cleavely, 60, from 
Wickford, Essex, is a double 
amputee who has arthritis. Her 
husband, Leslie, is also badly 
affected by osteo-arthritis and 
cannot work. 

Their house has been exten- 
sively adapted. A downstairs 
toilet has been added, doorways 
have been widened and grab 
rails fitted. 


“lf you want to make 
something of your life, 


you have to do it your-_ 


self, because you'll get 
no help from anybody 
else.” - Raymond Hod- 
kinson. 


Edna said: “I get invalidity 
benefit as well as mobility and 
attendance allowance, but this 
only comes to about £120 a 
week, and we don’t get any 
home help.” 

The couple cancelled the 
service last year after Essex 
Council started charging them 
£6 a week. 

“This has left us in a terrible 
state and affected our health. 
My husband can’t even buttog 
his shirt, never mind do any 
housework. 

“Our grown up son some- 
times does the shopping and 


in disability Britain today 
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gardening, but he has arthritis 
himself and cannot do every- 
thing. We have a car but can- 
not afford to have it adapted so 
it’s rarely used. 

“T used to get a council mini 
bus to go shopping but even 
this has now been stopped. 

“A two-tier system definitely 
exists. If you are at the bottom 
of the pile you get no help at 
all. 

“We are not asking for a lot, 
just an affordable home help 
service, but the council don’t 


The Cleavelys: “We’re not asking for a lot.” 


BESS: 


BASILDON EVENING ECHO 


seem to understand a thing 
about what it’s like to be dis- 
abled. 

“TI am trying to save up for a 
more comfortable chair, but 
they cost far too much. I could 
ask for help from charities, but 
I don’t like to. It doesn’t seem 
right.” 


Do you think a two-tier system 
exists? Please write to the Editor, 
Disability Now, 12 Park Cres- 
cent, London WIN 4EQ, with 


your views. 


LEE VALLEY PARK 


DISCOVERY ’92 


For People with Disabilities 


<7 


\ 
Discover an exciting range of sport and countryside 
activities available in the Lee Valley Park. 
Wednesday ist & Thursday 2nd July 
Sponsored by National Westminster Bank PLC «@& 


For booking form and Programme of Events contact 
Lee Valley Information Line:0992 700766 


1992-25TH ANNIVERSARY 


THE 


© 


BEST WAY... 


If you 
are ina 
wheelchair and 
want to go places, 
then why not contact 

Car Chair Ltd? 
We can help you into the 
front seat of a standard car 


with our Carchair System, or 
you can travel in the back in one of 
a wide range of rear access vehicles. 


And, if none of the systems match your 
needs, we'll design one for you. Getting 
people mobile has, after all, been our 


business for many years. 


ar (fats, 


C 


THE MOBILITY SPECIALISTS 


Freepost BR1032, Dept DN, Hailsham, E. Sussex BN21 1BR 
Head Office Tel: (0323) 440606 
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The 


Balmoral Bath Lifter 
- enjoy a bath in comfort again 


The safe and easy way to get in 
and out of the bath. 


Remember how wondertul it was to ease 
yourself into a luxurious warm bath? Now 
you can enjoy the pleasures of a real bath 
again thanks to the Balmoral Bath Lifter. 


You'll be confident lowering yourself into the 
bath and be sure that once you're ready to 
come out, it won't be a painful struggle. 
Installing the Balmoral in an existing bath 
couldn't be simpler. It requires no alterations 
to your bathroom and there's virtually no 
maintenance. It's easy to keep clean too. 

No wonder it's so popular in private and 
professional homes across the UK. 


RAISED 


Attractive, easy to clean and totally reliable 
the Balmoral is all that's best in a bath lifter. 


HOW IT WORKS 


The Balmoral is strong and safe 
- important for your confidence 
when you relax into the seat. 


%# Total reassurance and independence in bathing. 
%€ Hygienic and easy to clean. 

% Smooth and quiet in operation. 

% Requires no water pressure or mains electricity. 
% Very competitively priced. 


The Bath Lifter operates via 
easily rechargeable batteries. 
The seat rests on a cushion of 
air providing a comfortable, 
smooth and quiet ride. A neat, 
hand-held switch enables you to 
control movement up or down, 
the air cushion inflating or 
deflating accordingly. 


For a free home demonstration or a full colour leaflet 
complete the coupon today. 


™ Balmoral 


BATH LIFTER 


The siderests automatically fold 
in as the seat lowers and open 
out when the lifter is raised. 
The switch rests on the bath 
side or clips to the bathroom 
wall whilst not in use. 
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To: - Nesbit Evans Healthcare Limited, 1 Regent Road, City, Liverpool L3 7BX | 
Liewellyn Community C Dates ol 
A free colour brochure to be sent to me 
> y y are DA free home demonstration of the Balmoral for me 
Gp A Division of Nesbit Evans Healthcare Ltd NAME 
1 Regent Road, City, 
Liverpool L3 7BX ADDRESS | 
Telephone: 051 236 5311 
Fax: 051 236 4698 
A member of the Nesbit Evans Group of Companies TEL 
DN5/92 | 
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MOTORING 13 


A promising debut from a nice little performer 


DN’s motoring correspondent David Griffiths takes a ride in the first Fiesta-based conversion from Poynting Conversions 


It isn’t often that I get to see a 
“first” before it makes a public 
debut, but a surprise telephone 
call from Rod Poynting was 


| followed by the appearance of a 


| 
| 


a Se 


Se 


SE 


very interesting and enterpris- 
ing blue Fiesta-based rear- 
entry vehicle aimed at both 


disabled driver and passenger. 


There is no automatic trans- 
mission option for the Fiesta 
(or indeed for any small van in 
this country). This is a matter 
of grave concern for many 
potential users of such vehicles 


'who rely upon partners or 
_ helpers, and drivers who may 


also have walking difficulties. 


+ Solutions are available from 
| specialist companies like Somar 


Transtec who will fit automatic 
drive to Ford vehicles for 
instance, but the cost is high. 
Recognising this problem, 
Poynting have equipped their 


latest demonstrator with hand 
_controls by Alfred Bekker, and 


an automatic clutch from Sim- 
plex, to create an affordable if 
not quite driveable-by-every- 
one alternative. 

The basic design of the vehi- 
cle creates vision problems for 
wheelchair passengers (DN, 
February) but painstaking, 
expensive research by the small 
but enterprising team led by 
Rod Poynting has produced a 
solution. With a lowered floor 
pan and considerably modified 


| suspension, allied with a raised 
roofline, the Poynting Courier 
_ offers superb all-round vision 


plus an amazing 60-inch head- 
room which should let even the 
tallest of wheelchair users 
travel without bumping their 
head. 

Access is via the usual 
lightweight Poynting folding 
ramp, offering a relatively gen- 
tle incline to a flat floor and 
inertia belt anchorage for the 


amount of leg room for a vehi- 
cle of this size (it could even be 
used for community transport). 

Out on the road all was safe 
and secure. The ride is firmer 
than that of Poynting’s Extra 
Van but not uncomfortably so, 
and the vehicle coped with 
undulations, pot-holes and 
depressions without jolting. 


The model tested was a 1.3 
petrol version - you would rea- 
sonably expect the 1.8 diesel to 
be noisier. 
Externally, 
very 


the vehicle is 
attractive, the raised 


roofline blending smoothly into 
the whole to produce a nicely 
balanced outline. Side windows 
include sliding units to the top, 


Ford Courier Conversion from Poyntings: offers superb all-round vision 


chair. A fold-up bench seat 
provides comfortable sitting for 
three passengers between the 
wheelchair user and the front 
seat and is neatly upholstered 
to match the original Ford 
trim. Folding the bench seat 
down creates an amazing 


Noise level was a bit high, and 
a stretch of motorway concrete 
produced a fair degree of 
whine, making conversation 
impossible at 60 mph. 

On tarmac the problem was 
not so severe, but higher 
speeds meant raised voices. 


Today's "biggest" and" best" small car offers you an extra feature ... 


... lt gives you your independence. 


Now you can really enjoy independence in the most 
impressive "small" car of the 90's. 


The sylish Clio has rapidly become a favourite for 
disabled people because if gives you big car comfort. In 
fact, its well appointed interior space is "biggest in its 
class" and it combines this with exhilarating perform- 


ance. 


The award winning Clio is big on choice too. 


For example, power steering is an option on the RL 1.9 
litre diesel and both the RT 1.4 and 1.8 litre petrol 


versions. 


A four speed, twin range, automatic gearbox is also 
available on 1.4 litre RN and RT models. Power steering 
is standard on all Clio automatics. 


The five door Clio can also be fitted with a Kempf rear 
sliding door conversion and electric hoist to make stowing 


Please send me details of the Renault Disabled 
Motorists Programme and special financial terms ow, 


NAME: 
ADDRESS 


a wheelchair behind your seat a simple, push button 


operation. Coupled with its handling, spaciousness and 


freedom. 


quietness the Clio gives the motorist a real sense of 


In fact, most models in the Renault range can be 
adapted to make the disabled motorist's life easier and 


more enjoyable with modifications by specialists includ- 


ing hand controls, swivel seats and flip-over accelerator. 


Renault is an approved manufacturer on the Motability 
Car Purchase Scheme so if you receive a mobility allow- 
ance you're eligible to choose from most of the Renault 


range and purchase at the special Motability rate. 


Ask your local Renault Dealer for 
details of the Renault Disabled Motorists 


Programme, special finance terms and any 


coupon below. 


HOME TEL: 


POSTCODE: 


required modifications, or return the 


Send to: Renault UK Ltd., Special Sales, 
Western Avenue, London.W3 ORZ. Tel: 081-992 3481 


whilst the front upper screen 
includes a third wiper. The 
mid-grey interior finish is neat, 
tidy and nicely trimmed if per- 
haps a little bland. The spare 
wheel, covered in matching 
fabric, sits alongside the rear 


wheelchair area. 

Fiestas are noted for reliabil- 
ity and frugality and this, plus 
the versatility Poynting offers, 
makes it a very attractive 
option for prospective buyers 
who use wheelchairs. 

All this does not come cheap, 
however. Prices for the 1.3 
Popular with raised roof start at 
£11,933 (April 1992 price). 
The equivalent standard roof 
conversion is over £1,000 
cheaper at £10,869 but with 
such savings come considerable 
disadvantages in that all-round 
vision is much poorer and 
headroom could be a problem. 

If you want the driver con- 
version, you will need to try 
out the system first: while it 
certainly suits a wide range of 
disabled users, the Simplex 
Clutch isn’t a substitute for a 
true automatic transmission. 

If hand controls for accelera- 
tor and brake are also required, 
then considerable manual dex- 
terity is the order of the day. It 
is all within the ability of many 
disabled drivers, but out of the 
question if you don’t have full 
movement and control in both 
hands and arms. 


More information on the Simplex 
Clutch and the Poynting Courier 
Conversion from Poynting Con- 
versions, Faraday Road, Church- 
fields Industrial Estate, 
Salisbury, Wiltshire SP2 7NR. 
Tel: (0722) 336048. 


ANN CHARLTON LODGE 


=m 


nervous system. 


Ann Charlton Lodge is Britain’s first purpose-built residential 
home for both the long and short-term care of people with 
Multiple Sclerosis and related conditions of the central 


Set in landscaped gardens, close to Redcar seafront and 


town centre, the Lodge has been uniquely designed in close 
consultation with Ann Charlton, the founder, who has MS. 


The home offers: 


~— HOME 


24 hour care 


kD Ca Me ae Oe; 


Excellent food with an extensive menu 

Private accommodation and specialised ensuite facilities 
Personalised emergency staff call facility 

Single level building with easy wheelchair access throughout 
Communal lounges, conservatory, hall and gardens 

Informal atmosphere - visitors are always welcome 

The opportunity to meet new friends amongst residents and staff 
A variety of social activities and escorted outings 


For further details and brochure please contact: Mrs Jean Franklin, Care 
Manager, Ann Chariton Lodge, Edenhall Grove, Redcar, Cleveland TS10 4PR. 


Telephone: (0642) 480660. 


LORD MAYOR TRELOAR COLLEGE 


Or 


ALTON, HAMPSHIRE 


EDUCATION, INDEPENDENCE and CARE for Young People 
aged 8 - 19 with Physical Disabilities. 


‘A’ levels, GCSE, Diploma of Vocational Education, 
RSA, AEB, Pitmans etc. 


A large LEARNING DIFFICULTIES DEPARTMENT caters 
for those who cannot follow examination courses. 


NATIONAL CURRICULUM followed by all up to 16. 


For further details please telephone the 
Headmaster’s Secretary - 0420 83508, or 
send SAE to Lord Mayor Treloar College, Upper 
School, Holybourne, Alton, Hants GU34 4EN. 
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Letters to the Editor 


Disability Now, 12 Park Crescent, London W1N 4EQ 


ASBAH cuts 

I was deeply upset to read in 
DN April that ASBAH has 
axed its counselling service. 

For 20 years I looked after 
my daughter who had spina 
bifida and hydrocephalus. I 
understood her condition well. 
Sadly, she died a protracted 
and very painful death with 
hydrocephalus complications. 
The condition is still little 
understood by many. 

Surely ASBAH can see that 
they have made “cut-backs” in 
what is the most important 
part of their work. Their 
counsellor Kath Pickin helped 
me at the most difficult time 
in my life. She understood. 

Outside counselling agencies 
are not able to help in such 
specialist fields of work. I 
know from deep personal 
experiences. 

Ironically, I read the article 
in DN the day Kath Pickin 
telephoned to tell me the dey- 
asting news of her redundancy; 
and to say she would still 
come and see my family again. 
Her dedication to her work is 
without question. 

There are other areas where 
ASBAH could make “cut- 
backs”. This is not one. ‘It is a 
sad mistake and many people 
will suffer. I am sure in time 
ASBAH’s decision will be 
deeply regretted. 

Jennifer M Brown 
Southwell, Notts 


Stammering is a disability 
I read with great interest 
Amanda Cornish’s review of 


Renee Byrne’s book Let’s Talk 
About Stammering (DN, April). 

I believe that the time is 
now long overdue for stam- 
merers to stop sitting on the 
proverbial fence and identify 
themselves with other people 
with disabilities. 

As a “stammerer” myself, 
who trained as a speech thera- 
pist and wrestled with the con- 
sequences of labelling myself 
as a person who stammers, I 
am more than aware of the 
negative therapeutic value of 
doing so. (In personal con- 
struct theory, for example, we 
become the person that we 
perceive ourselves to be.) 

My own stammer is made 
worse when I try to stop stam- 
mering or when I am scared of 
stammering in a certain situa- 
tion, or maybe even when I 
label myself as a stammerer. 

Here then is the paradox for 
many stammerers, and quite 
understandably so: fluency 
dominates their lives and their 
life takes on a search for a flu- 
ency holy grail, which becomes 
associated with a fight to stop 
it from “disabling” their lives. 
Disability is then seen as a 
negative word. 

We need to reach past this 
paradox and positively label it 
as a disability. 

Society discriminates both 
socially and in terms of 
employment opportunities 
against people with disabilities, 
including those people who 
stammer. 

Anti-discrimination is in my 
opinion the only thing that 


will make any impact and it is 
only a matter of time before it 
is made law in the country. 

By alienating ourselves as 
stammerers who refuse to label 
ourselves as people with dis- 
abilities, we are also alienating 
ourselves from the wider polit- 
ical disability movement. We 
will then be in the dangerous 
position of using new legisla- 
tion without even having 
entered the political debate, 
yet alone the political arena. 
Richard Perrott 
Disability Unit 
London Borough of Hackney 


Richard Perrott hopes to lead a 
workshop this summer on “Ts 
stammering a disability?” Fur- 
ther information from The Asso- 
ciation for Stammerers, St 
Margaret’s House, 21 Old Ford 
Road, London E2 9PL, tel: 
081-983 1003 - Editor. 


Poverty trap 

Margaret Weeks’ column (DN, 
April) replied to a query about 
Disability Working Allowance 

(DWA). 

My concern is that, like the 
DSS advert elsewhere in the 
issue, the column does not 
explain about the poverty trap 
in moving from other benefits 
to DWA. 

Potential claimants may not 
be aware of how the taper in 
DWA works, or how it com- 
bines with those in Housing 
Benefit or Poll Tax Benefit. 
The combination of these fac- 
tors means that someone can 
be earning an extra pound and 
coming out as little as four 
pence better off, as well as los- 
ing health and other benefits. 

Owner-occupiers may not 
understand that they will need 
to earn a considerable amount 
to make up for the loss of 


mortgage interest payments on 
Income Support. Claimants 
who do not have any housing 
costs or significant expenses 
involved in working would still 
be well advised to get advice 
and consider all the options 
before risking a claim for this 
benefit. 

All this said, as an agency 
we have had a lot of queries 
about Disability Living 
Allowance (DLA), but very 
few about DWA. It may be 
that disabled people find this 
benefit irrelevant to their 
needs (especially in the middle 
of a recession), or understand 
its negative side very well. 
Paul Hubert 
Disability rights worker 
Disablement Information & 
Advice Line, Leeds 


I agree with this wholeheartedly. 
In fact I pointed out the pitfalls 
of DWA and DLA in DN 
December. The main person to 
gain from DWA 1s a single 
person with no housing costs - 
Margaret Weeks. 


Involve the consumer in 
product design 

It is good that there are aids 
for handicapped people. It 
would be even better if the 
people who need them could 
be involved at the design- 
stage. 

When I hang my jacket on 
the back of my wheelchair, it 
picks up dirt from the wheels. 
This could easily be prevented 
by the provision of wings. The 
jacket could tuck behind them 
and so stay clean. 

This is just one example. 
There must be many more. 
Mark Hardacre 
Beaumont Products 
The Spastics Society 
Cwmbran, Gwent 


Wheelchair 
and Scooter 
Users... 


Clothing to protect you from 
the wind, rain and cold. 


Send for our free colour brochure: 
Fish Special Services, FREEPOST, PREST. ON, PR2 2BR 
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Please send me your outdoor clothing brochure 


Full Name 
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Address 
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DN5/92 


POWERED BY aE 


PURE AIR 


THE MANGAR METHOD 


OBJECTIVE: 
“YOUR RIGHT TO BE INDEPENDENT” 
METHOD: 


The Lif Fangar Freestyle 


An elevating powered chair combining 
The NEWEGN BADGER and the Mangar Booster 


RESULTS: 37 6 


all in @ Qualifications 


(on Gj 


Growth @ 


@ Employment 


Earnings @ 


Achievement: 


“MAXIMUM OPTIMUM FUNCTIONING” 


For further details CONTACT: Ttikangar aids Itd. 
Presteigne Industrial Estate, Presteigne, Powys, LD8 2UF. 


Tel: No. 0544 267674 


Fax: 0544 260287 


Sales Dept. 


FITTED WITH THE SEAT OF YOUR CHOICE! 


Dream on 

Tired, emotional, seeking 
refuge? Why not spend some 
quality time in the “disabled 
person’s refuge” (above) in the 
new Lakeside shopping mall in 
Thurrock? 

Yes, swing through those 
doors to a land where there is 
equality for all, a minimum of 
£20,000 a year for disabled 
people, and Bert Massie is 
Prime Minister. 

Sadly, though, as photogra- 
pher H A Goodall found out, 
“refuge area” just means there 
is a lift provided for disabled 
people. 

Who needs £20,000 a year 


anyway? 


Caught short 

One wheelchair-using traveller 
must be counting the days to 
accessible toilets on all British 
Rail trains, after being blamed 
publicly three times for a half- 
hour delay on a London to 
Nottingham train last month. 

She wanted to go to the toi- 
let but there were no female 
attendants or accessible toilets 
on board. 

Over the loudspeaker, other 
passengers heard that the delay 
was caused by “circumstances 
beyond BR’s control due to a 
passenger in a wheelchair”. 

So remember: next time, 
just cross your legs. 


Tiptoe through the tulips 
The profile of Nicholas Scott, 
Conservative candidate for 
Chelsea (aka Minister for Dis- 
abled People), produced by a 
local paper at election time, 
made fascinating reading. 

Among the usual roll call of 
honours and appointments, Sic 
discovered he has written sev- 
eral books including The Prim- 
rose Path. 

Enquiries at a couple of 
bookshops produced blank 
faces. Doesn’t someone have a 
copy? 

Later, we discovered Mr 
Scott’s main pastimes are 
cricket, tennis, golf and flying. 
No rambling? 


A winner! 

Thank goodness it’s all over. 
After the weeks of uncertainty 
and anguish, the thousands of 
hopes built up to unimaginable 
levels, the last-minute leaps for 
the finishing line - we’ve 
found a winner in the 
Floronde competition (DN 
March). 

But don’t relax your com- 
petitive edge just yet. There 
are more prizes to win on page 
21 - and some results. 
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Is there a better way to go forward? 


If yeu like to get around , despite difficulty walking, take 
a look at the new Liberty 2 from Everest & Jennings. 

A marvel in mobility, it makes light work of kerbs, not 
al going up kerbs forwards but down kerbs forwards - 
with full view of the road. It's practical, it's comfortable 
and it's unique. 

Both indoors and out the Liberty 2 performs quietly and 
confidently. It moves around the home with ease, 
turning on its own axis. 

Robust for use outside, the large front wheels are ideal on 
rough ground. And it's portable too. 

Enjoy a new freedom, style and versatility with the 
Liberty 2 - an outstanding powered wheelchair. 


Everest C Jennings 
— Dilility aha serice that ends the Wt 


Mi Takes kerbs in its stride - forwards. 


HM Comfortable and quiet. 


M Superb manoeuvrability - M@ Portable for exploring 


turns on its own axis. further afield. 
Mi Ideal indoors or out - compact —@ Minimal maintenance. 
yet robust. 


THE NEW 
opening the do 
to even easle 


Getting around at home in a wheelchair, 
opening doors on your own can be difficult, 
uncomfortable and frustrating. Leaving doors 
open, letting the heat out and the noise in was 
the only solution. 


Now there's a better solution - the Ezi-Enter. 


An ingenious remote controlled device, at the 
touch of a button the Ezi-Enter opens doors 


from the comfort of your wheelchair. 
For DIY or professional 
installation the Ezi-Enter 
offers the flexible, 
sensibly-priced answer 
~ Se: to easy and independent 
ee . ms movement. 
ps Simple and quick to install. @ Secure remote control. ie) SS by rechargeable 
@ Works on all floor surfaces. @ Automatically closes door oe cede ae 
@ Ideal for both external and again after pre-set lapse. B Quietly efficient. EZI-ENTER 


internal doors. 


eee ee ee ee ee 
TO: Nesbit Evans Healthcare Ltd., Mobility Division, 15 Cronin Courtyard, 


1 Weldon South Industrial Estate, Corby, Northants NN18 8AD 
Nesbit Evans Healthcare Ltd Send Tel: 0536 67660 Fax: 0536 402507 i 
Mobis iysion for DO Liberty 2 (CO Ezi-Enter (please tick appropriate box(es). | 


15 Cronin Courtyard Weldon South Industrial Estate ° 

Corby Northants NN18 8AD eon a NAME—— 4 
Tel: 0536 67660 Fax: 0536 402507 TODAY j 
Member of the Nesbit Evans Group of companies TEL: DN5/92 
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BOOKS 
SAS EEO 


Social Work: Disabled 
People and Disabling 


Environments 

edited by Michael Oliver 
(Jessica Kingsley Publishers, 
£17.95) 


This is a thought-provoking 
collection of contributions 
which consider disability issues 
as social/environmental 
problems rather than 
individual ones, and discuss 
what this means for the 
provision of services and 
social work practice. 

Ten papers (with a foreword 
by MP Tom Clarke and an 
introduction by Dr Michael 
Oliver), cover topics including: 
a historical perspective of 
disability; organisations of 
disabled people; housing and 
independence; new technology; 
supportive environments, the 
changing role of social work; 
working with young disabled 
people; and working with 
children and families. 

A few authors, such as Vic 
Finkelstein, will be well known 
among people with disabilities. 

Some of the pieces, though 
informative, were dry. I guess 
this book will be used by 
people dedicated to the task, 
and social workers writing 
papers for course projects. 

When it appeared, I 
appreciated the “human” 
content in some of the work. 
“Social Work in a Traditional 
Setting” by Patrick Phelan and 
Simon Cole, for example, 
described George’s 
rehabilitation and the weeks of 
patient listening and gentle 
persuasion needed to change 
embedded attitudes. 

Those professionals who 
venture into this book will find 
very useful information about 
practical ways forward - for 
example, living options 
programmes, new technology, 
support services, and disability 
organisations - albeit in brief. 

Care in the community 
programmes will not provide 
all the answers for all of the 
people with disabilities - no 
matter how professional, caring 
and enthusiastic the social 
worker or care manager may 
be. Many people, and their 
families, will still need to 
discuss feelings about disability 
at certain times, and many will 
require assistance with service 
provision (and seek other 
people with whom to talk over 
the issues). 

But seeing some comments 
in this book made me question 
how much change there has 
been or can be in attitudes 
towards social workers. For 
example, one person says: 
“They’re hopeless - social 
services and I do not get on. I 
don’t know why they promise 
you things - why do they ask 
you what you want, when 
they’ve got no intention of 
providing it?” 


However, as Etienne 
d’Aboville writes, “there is 
little doubt that the 
expectations of individual 
disabled people have also risen 
.. not simply expectations of 
more or better resources and 
services, but expectation of a 
change in the nature of their 
relationships with health and 
social services professionals”. 

The challenge of the 90s is 
for social workers working in 
partnership with disabled 
people to become the norm, 


rather than the exception. 
Mike Long 


Hang-gliding (/eft) an 
of the many things te 
Guide: West of the Sez 
Johnson. Described a: 
activities guide aime 
and people with disal 
by four other guides | 
Published by Activiti 

Also new is Aromath 
with Learning Difficul 
and Jane Harrison, w 
Publishing and Train 

Disability Equality | 
Rights Issue is for any 
educating children wi 
£15, inc p&p (£13 for 
of disabled children). 
Education, 78 Mildm: 


THE NO DEPOSIT 


AX Debut 


nae 


NO DEPOSIT OR LOW DEPOSIT 


While other people are just 
thinking about buying a new car, you 
can be out and about driving a brand 


new Citroén. 


Drive away a class-beating AX 
Debut, for example, without paying a 
penny deposit. Or take advantage of 
Citroén’s low deposit offer on the 
highly acclaimed ZX Reflex. 

Both cars offer an unparalleled 
combination of space and comfort, 
lively performance and reliability, 
along with levels of equipment 


and refinements that are simply 
unbeatable. And with excellent fuel 
consumption, both cars are models of 
economy into the bargain. 

The New Generation AX was 
launched last year and includes a 
diesel version which the Guinness 
Book of Records proclaims as the 
most fuel efficient car in the world. 

The Citroén ZX, available as either 
petrol or diesel, has been greeted 
with rapturous applause. ‘The best 
handling, best riding hatchback you 


can buy, said What Car? (Nov. ’91) 
And according to Auto Express (Jan 
28 ’92), ‘the refined ZX Reflex, backed 
by Citroén’s low service and repair 
bills, is our overall best-value buy.’ 
Send now for details of Citroén’s 
generous no deposit and low deposit 
offers, along with information on all 
the extra financial benefits of 
acquiring your AX or ZX under the 
Motability Contract Hire Scheme. 
It won't be long before youre 
driving away in a brand new Citroén 


CITROEN 


CARS FEATURED AX DEBUT £5,764.43, ZX REFLEX 1.4 £8,528.84, PRICES CORRECT AT TIME OF GOING TO PRESS AND INCLUDE CAR TAX AND VAT BUT EXCLUDE ADDITION/ 
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Stephen Hawking: a 


Life in Science 

by Michael White and John 
Gribbin 

(Viking, £16.99) 


Some compare Stephen 
Hawking, author of the best- 
selling A Brief History of Time, 
to Newton and Einstein. He is 
one of the leading physicists of 
the 20th century, a status 
achieved despite motor 
neurone disease (MND) which 
has severely incapacitated him 
for years. This biography was 
published to coincide with his 


|THE LOW DEPOSIT 


TROEN AX 


ZX Reflex 
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50th birthday on 8 January. 
An easy style is maintained 
in the chapters on cosmology 
and quantum mechanics, 
which must be described in 
order to tell Hawking’s story. 
A scientifically literate person 
would have no difficulty 
following the achievements 
and background described 
here. With a little effort, 
others can grasp the ideas too. 
We are taken through 
Hawking’s early life: his 
schooling and subsequent 
education at Oxford. Initially, 
Hawking appears as a rather 
lazy person, who doesn’t have 
to put a lot of effort in. 
Later, while doing his PhD 
at Cambridge, MND struck 
and he was told he might only 
have three years to live. The 
PhD was completed and 
Hawking is still with us. 
Knowing that time was short, 
he seems to have abandoned 
his initial attitude towards life 
and “speeded up” his efforts. 
The authors, without 
patronising, describe the 
problems Hawking has with 
walking and speech and how 
they are overcome. Hawking 
emerges as a real person with 
a determined character. 
Breathing difficulties meant he 
had to have a life-saving 
operation in 1989, which 
removed the last vestiges of 


ESS 


Stephen Hawking 


speech. He now communicates 
using a computer. 

Many anecdotes are told, 
including ones about his 
reckless wheelchair driving (he 
once moved out between two 
cars without looking and was 
run over - he escaped 
uninjured), and his penchant 
for running over the toes of 
those he disagrees with. 

Although heaped with 
honours such as the CBE, his 
finanancial situation was 


To: The Fleet Motability Coordinator, difficult. As a professor, the 

Citroén UK Ltd, 221 Bath Road, Slough pay wasn’t great anyway. As a 

SL1 4BA. disabled person who had to 

Please send me information on the AX pay for a lot of care, his 

and ZX, as well as details of the money soon ran low. ‘The 
JIN Motability Contract Hire Scheme and SUCCESS of A Brief History of 
ln your ‘no deposit /low deposit’ offers. Time redressed that problem. 

Hawking relied on his wife 


oe Name Jane who was with him in 

Ee f T RO E RI Address Cambridge for 25 years. They 
had three children and 
without her help you wonder 
how he would have survived. 
They have now separated and 
he now lives with his ex- 
nurse. 
Because of Hawking’s 

character and condition, he 


remains largely a man of 


mystery - like the quantum 
= ROAD COSTS FOR DELIVERY, NUMBER PLATES AND SIX MONTHS’ ROAD TAX ESTIMATED AT £425 FOR ALL CITROEN MODELS. SPECIFICATION SOURCE: MANUFACTURER. world he studies, it’s difficult 


Postcode _ 


Telephone 


to define him. 
Roderick S MacDonald 
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In terms of 
something 
being better 
than nothing, 
Channel 4’s 
week of 
disability 
programmes, 
Disabling World (21-28 March), 
was a success. 

But unlike other Channel 4 
events, such as Banned on 
censorship, Disabling World 
was only on for eight days, 
and had only seven new 
programmes commissioned 
specially for it. 

Its centrepiece, My Left 
Foot, was a repeat; two 
programmes were disability- 
orientated editions of on-going 
mainstream series; and three 
programmes were the first of 
new series. 

Face of our Fear (22 March), 
by American disabled 
producer/director Steve 
Dwoskin, was an arty 
documentary which looked at 
how popular culture has 
misrepresented disabled people 
through the centuries. 

The message was clear to 
me, but I wonder whether the 
film’s style might have 
obscured the meaning for 
many. 

Similarly, the dazzling 
animation of A is for Autism 
(23 March) is what stuck in 
my mind. How much it said 
about autism, I’m not sure. 


Look out for 

Two contact improvisation 
dance workshops for blind 
and partially sighted people. 
Totnes, Devon. Starting 27 


A Different Hand (23 March) 
was really Nabil Shaban, Tina 
Leslie and director Nigel 
Evans apeing a Dennis Potter 
musical drama, and only partly 
succeeding. Some of the ideas 
were imaginative, but 
everything was related to Tina 
Leslie’s lack of hands. Surely a 
social, not a medical, model of 
disability should have 
prevailed? 

The same goes for Behind 
the Eye (26 March). This 
wasn’t disability arts. It was 
merely a contrast of visual 
impairments with visual arts, 
using partially sighted artists. 

Interface (24, 25 & 26 
March) used psycho-drama to 
analyse the relationships 
between disabled and non- 
disabled people. It didn’t 
translate well for television, 
and was made tolerable only 
by Ian Macrae’s clear 
narrative. 

Of the rest, Mavis 
Nicholson’s Alzheimers disease 
edition of Third Wave (24 
March) which looked at her 
mother’s disability, was 
excellent. It could have been 
very emotional, yet remained 
highly objective. 

Excellent too was Free for 
All on British Rail’s lack of 
flexibility when it comes to 
disabled travellers (26 March). 

As for Andrew Denton, who 
hosted The Money Or The 
Gun: The Year of The 
Patronising Bastard (24 March), 
and Jinnie Jefferies, who 
conducted the Interface 
psycho-dramas, I found them 
both equally patronising. 


May. Tel: (0803) 863875. 


Cardiff's Sherman Theatre 
launches its new audio- 
description service on 12 May 


ee Nee CE 


at the touch of a button 73; 


Fully Automatic 
Adjustable 
Bed. 


Free Home 
Demonstration 


VARIABLE 
HEIGHT (Hi/Lo) 


SELECT COMFORT FROM A 
THOUSAND POSITIONS 
HEAD-UP- 


READ-TV 7 FEET-UP 


with the fe OIE ES) 


& UNDER BED CLEARANCE 


GET IN AND 
OUT EASILY 


SUPPLIERS TO DHSS 
& HEALTH AUTHORITIES 


Telephone: (0985) 213440 
Send for a FREE BROCHURE 
THERAPOSTURE LIMITED 
FREEPOST, (NO STAMP REQUIRED) 
WARMINSTER, WILTS. BA12 9YT 


Seen ere eee 


AN 
SE 
GIFT FROM THE FAMILY 
AND NOW THE 


AUTOMATIC 
SEAT LIFT 


AUTOMATIC SEAT LIFT 
SLUMBER RECLINER 
FOR COMPLETE REST 
OR PEACEFUL SLEEP. ,» 


SSA: 


ad Please tick []BEDS [CHAIRS 

’ NAME DN5/92 
g ADDRESS 

i 


Tel: 
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Ken Campbell in A Different Hand 


The series Sign On, People 
First and Out of Sight began 
during Disabling World, so Vl 
review them in greater detail 
next month. 

However, particular credit 
must go to Peter White’s two- 
part People First opener “Seeds 
of Protest”. 

This looked at the evolution 
of disabled people’s civil rights 
movements in Britain and 
America. Not just clear 
reporting, but excellent 
scheduling at 8pm - which is 


with a perfomance of Fern 
Hill, based on the poetry of 
Dylan Thomas. Interpreted 
performances begin on 11 
May. Tel: (0222) 230451. 


Extra wheelchair spaces 
available at 30 June, 7.30pm 
performance of Don Pasquale 
and other shows. Royal Opera 
House, London. Tel: 071-240 
1200 for booking form. 


Audio-described performance 
of Strippers by Peter Terson. 
6 June. Palace Theatre, 
Westcliff-on-Sea. Tel: (0702) 
347816 


Shabbash!, a new Neti-Neti 


more than can be said for 
much of the Channel 4 week. 
Was Disabling World targetted 


at insomniacs? 
Chris Davies 


A booklet to go with the 
Disabling World series, which 
includes articles by Quentin 
Crewe, Peter White and Ann 
Pointon, has been published. 
Please send a cheque or postal 
order for £2, payable to 
Channel 4, to Disabling World, 
PO Box 4000, London W3 


play in English, Sign and 
Bengali, deals with self-esteem. 
On tour, 7 May-11 July. Tel: 
071-272 7302 (voice and 


minicom). 


Powerhouse women’s group 
are trying to raise money to set 
up a “safe house” for women 
with learning difficulties. 
Benefit cabaret for women 
only. 14 May. Tel: 071-925 
5588 (voice and minicom). 


Show of Hands theatre 
company uses spoken words 
and Sign. On national tour 
with Wilde Tales, based on 
Oscar Wilde’s fairy tales, till 
30 May. Tel: 071 323-3003. 


Tm pepe eevee rk 


Take the “Circus” 
out of bathing 


ee 


CAT AMET 


Innovative Care Products 


For FREE Catalogue telephone: 0298-816366 
or write to: 
INVA-DEX 
66-68 Manchester Road, Chapel en le Frith 
Stockport, Cheshire SK12 6RZ 


FILM 


A true 
love story 


Release Me is a love story 
between two adults with 
learning difficulties, Roy and 
Janet, who meet at a day 
centre while rehearsing for a 
show. 

As the relationship develops, 
so does the opposition. They 
resist every attempt to separate 
them with good humour. 
When Roy is told to leave the 
residential home, for example, 
he just turns the situation into 
a joke and everyone laughs. 

When Roy and Janet finally 
get together again it is a 
celebration of individual rights 
and a triumph of love over 
prejudice. 

This 25-minute drama was 
acted by adults with learning 
difficulties from the drama 
group Free for All (from Chats 
Palace, Hackney) and the band 
Heart ’n’ Soul (based in 
Deptford). 

Director Frances Lee had 
worked with adults with 
learning difficulties for two 
years and had become involved 
in encouraging greater 
integration. 

But initially she had doubts 
about the film: “I was very 
anxious about whether I had 
any right to comment on 
people’s lives and sexuality 
when I wasn’t involved in that 
community myself.” 

She sold the film to the 
BBC. Rudi Breakwell-Boss, 
assistant producer, did not ask 
for any script changes. He felt 
the strength of the film was its 
realistic approach to sex, so the 
sex scene stayed. 

Release Me was shot in nine 
days, an incredibly short time. 
The whole team worked well 
together, and in rehearsals 
there was a lot of 
improvisation during which 
the cast created much of the 
dialogue and style. 

The film won the 1991 
David Altshul Film Award and 
has since been shown at a 
number of festivals in Europe, 
winning three other awards 
along the way, in Bilbao, 
Poitier and Angers. 

People’s attitudes towards 
those who are different in any 
way is sometimes very cruel. It 
is important to resist this 
through positive presentation 
of images and this film goes a 
long way down this road by 
enabling actors with learning 
difficulties to express for 
themselves their feelings and 
desires about the way they are 
treated. 

Lynne Fredlund 


Release Me on video costs £10 
to rent or £50 to buy from 
Frances Lee, 97A Florence 
Road, Finsbury Park, London 
N4 4DL. 
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the world 


If you prefer films of the pick- 
and-mix variety, then Wim 
Wenders’ Until the End of the 
World (15) could be your idea 
of a treat. It’s a romantic, sci-fi 
road movie with two (perhaps 
even three) storylines, one of 
which tells of a son’s utopian 
quest to provide sight for his 
blind mother. 

It is 1999 and the Indian 
nuclear satellite has gone out 
of control, presenting the 
world with a nightmare 
scenario. Claire Torneur 
(Solveig Dommartin), a young 
woman faced with her own 
personal nightmare, comes 
across the mysterious Trevor 
McPhee (William Hurt), a 
man with a mission. 

Claire becomes obsessed 
with Trevor and they set off 
on a chase round the globe, 
ending up in the middle of the 
Australian desert. 

They settle at the laboratory 
of Sam’s father, Dr Henry 
Farber (Max Von Sydow). The 
good doctor has developed a 
camera that will enable his 
blind wife, Jeanne Moreau, to 
see. On Sam’s odyssey he 
collected the images needed to 


make it all work. 

As you might have gathered 
already, the plot is top-heavy 
with all the explanations 
crammed into the final reel. 
This leaves you thinking: what 
am I to make of this protracted 
comic-strip chase round the 
world? Whatever you make of 
it, you can always enjoy the 
finger-tapping soundtrack with 
contributions from the likes of 
Elvis Costello and Peter 
Gabriel. 

It’s more difficult to be so 
dismissive about the failings of 


the blind woman’s character 
though. All the old cliches are 
on show. She touches faces - a 
cinematic trend started by The 
Miracle Worker, the story of 
Helen Keller, a deaf and blind 
girl. Moreau is also endowed 
with extraordinary hearing 
powers and is intuitive. All 
these are cinema stereotypes, 
assuming blind people 
miraculously over-develop 
other senses and have some 
mystic gift of inner-vision. 
God knows what to make of 
the plot development where 


the blind woman dies once she 
has the ability to see. It 
suggests she couldn’t handle 
the realisation she had missed 
out on so much, which in turn 
implies blind people lead sad, 
unfulfilled lives! 

End of the World was 
originally conceived in 1977 as 
a sci-fi set in the Australian 
desert. Perhaps if Wenders had 
boldly explored that one idea, 
he could have given more 
thought to the presentation of 
a blind person on film. 

Andy Kimpton-Nye 


FESTIVAL 


The success of last year’s 
Hounslow-based Louder than 
Words disability arts festival 
made it essential to “shout” 
again this year, and spread the 
news to Ealing and Richmond 
as well from 14 March to 25 
April. 

My main interest, the visual 
and tactile work, was well 
catered for by “Three into 
Two Goes”, an exhibition of 
work from day centres and 
community groups, and “Way 
Out West”, featuring the work 
of professional artists with a 
disability. 

“Three into Two Goes” was 
shown in two parts: 3D art 
and pictures. What a wealth of 
talent, colour, imagination and 
sheer charm there was here. It 
showed once again how 
important it is to exhibit such 
refreshing art in accessible 
public places where it can get 
the merit it deserves. 

Though difficult to single 
out individual items, I will 
mention the colourful exhibits 
from the Michael Flanders 
Centre, the sculptures from 
Ealing hospital and the 
jewellery collection from the 
Spring Grove Centre. 

Tiny tapestry furniture, 
woven and hand painted 


materials, pottery and mobiles 
- all demanded interest. So 
many visitors, old and young, 
felt they would like to take up 
a craft or renew long-forgotten 
skills after visiting the 
exhibition. 

The pictures were all so 
outstanding that it is 
impossible to single out one. 

Many of the artists in the 
beautifully displayed “Way out 
West” are well-known, and it 
is always a great pleasure to 
encounter their work again and 
meet some of them in person. 

Lily Dodds made the 
difficult trip (for her) from 
Cambridge, to see her two 
“happy” paintings on show 
beside the work of artists she 
has read about. 

Nancy Willis showed 
“Comfort”, her latest intimate, 
heart-warming sculpture. It is 
a wall-mounted box, opening 
to reveal a beautifully tactile 
bronze cow, with a nestling 
human figure beneath. 

The wry humour of Steve 
Cribb was well appreciated in 
his tiled paper print, “Waiter, 
There’s a Disabled Person in 
my Soup”, together with his 
other striking pictures. 

“Dodgems” and “Ice 
Skaters”, Sally Booth’s latest 


works, caught the eye with 
their energy and motion. 

Adam Reynolds’ three 
exhibits from his “Dig” 
collection attracted the amused 
interest that all his work 
invokes; especially his 
“Hanging Garden”, a cane 
pergola of hanging rocks and 
stones dug from his own 
garden. 

No exhibition of this calibre 
would be complete without 
Lucy Jones’ colourful pictures 
contrasting with the sombre- 
hued self-portrait. 

Kwana Gyedu has the gift 
of portraying pathos, 
poignancy and the stark facts 
of hunger in brilliant shapes 
and colours. Effective and 
startling. 

Other artists on show 
included myself, William 
Stewart Auld, Claire Collison, 
Stephen Connett, Stephen 
lliffe, and Emma McMullan. 

There is no room to review 
the work of the festival’s other 
artists, but other exhibitions 
and opportunities must follow 
this truly impressive event. 
Louder than Words has made 
the definite statement once 
again - disability art is being 
enjoyed, seen and heard. 

Gioya Steinke 


‘Louder! than words 
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The Uni-Frame Folding system for inter-changeable items 
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Low Moor Estate, Kirkby-in-Ashfield, Notts. NG17 7JZ 
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VIDEO 
Ep ee 
Andy Kimpton-Nye 
writes: Thank you to 
Kenneth Smith of London 
for suggesting that we 
indicate which videos are 
subtitled. 

The fact is that there are 
very few released, and no 
guarantee that your local 
video shop will stock them. 
But from now on we will 
show which videos have a 
subtitled version by using 
the code (S). Those which 
do not, will be coded (NS). 
The first list makes 
depressing reading. We will 
keep up the pressure at this 
end for more subtitling, and 
suggest readers lobby their 
local dealer too. 


1 CITY SLICKERS (IST 
INDEPENDENT) Urban 
guys head for the country 
and life of the Wild West. 
(NS) 


2. PROSPERO’S BOOKS 
(PALACE) Interpretation of 
Shakespeare’s Tempest turns 
up sublime or confusing 

cinema - you decide. (NS) 


3. TERMINATOR II 
(GUILD) Great effects as 
futuristic killing machines 
do battle. (NS) 


4. THELMA AND 
LOUISE (MGM) Gun- 
toting gals in on-the-run 
adventure. (NS) 


5. FX2 (RCA) Dullish 
murder-mystery with not- 
so-special effects. (NS) 


Chart: The Video Palace 
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BU een 


Step By Step 

(£27.95, Foundation for 
Conductive Education, The 
University of Birmingham, PO 
Box 363, Birmingham B15 
2TT) 


Step by Step is a 30-minute 
insight into what conductive 
education is at the 
Birmingham Foundation. 

A pleasant atmosphere was 
created by the conductors; all 
the children seemed happy to 
be involved in the day’s 
activities and none were upset 
or reduced to tears. The less- 
able were helped to achieve the 
required tasks such as pulling 
themselves up from a sitting to 
a standing position. 

The question, “what is 
conductive education?” was 
only answered in detail 
towards the end of the film. 
This wasn’t the only question 
left unanswered. 

Why you should choose 
conductive education over 
other methods, for example, 
was not explained. And at 
some point the reason for the 
strict and regimented approach 
could have been given. 

The minimum level of 
physical ability required for a 
child to attend Birmingham 
was not revealed either. 
Parents watching this would be 
left wondering if their child 
was suitable. Would more 
severely disabled children than 
those seen on the film, who 
cannot sit or stand for 
example, benefit from this 
method, and how? 

As parents of a child with 
cerebral palsy, we appreciate 
that it is a disability with a 
very wide range of severity. 


Princess Diana meets Justin Turner at the Peto Institute in Budapest in March. The Insti- 


tute is the birthplace of conductive education. 


We need to know whether and 
how much the severity of 
disability can affect the 
response to the Peto method. 

It was also unclear if we 
were seeing a group of 
children undertaking a short 
intensive course, or following 
this method full time. We 
wanted to know more about 
each child’s achievements and 
their rate of progress. 

The film’s sound quality 
distracts in places, which 
would make it unsuitable for 
large groups. But £27.95 for 
30 minutes might be too 
expensive for some parents. 

On the whole, the film was 
interesting and will give hope 
to a lot of parents of children 


with cerebral palsy. It is very 
encouraging to see disabled 
children achieving the levels of 


independence seen here. 
Eugenia and Martin Hassett 


The Need to Know 
(£95, inc p&p, from the 
National Information Forum, 
Charitybase, 40 Westminster 
Bridge Rd, London SEI 7QY) 


Doctors, social workers, nurses 
and other professionals are in a 
unique position to pass on 
information to disabled people 
but they are “still not getting 
to grips with doing so”, says 
the National Information 
Forum, a consortium of people 
working in the information and 


"For those who need more support” 


The Reha-Buggy 


The REHA is a “go-anywhere” chair that 
remembers the needs of both the carer and child. 
Large pneumatic tyres provide a smooth ride 
whether indoors or out. 

REHA offers effective support and midline 
positioning using a thickly-padded cushion, firm 
‘seat and back, and a 45 degree lap belt. The height 
adjustable footrest can be fully elevated. A simple 
turn of a knob allows the angle of the entire seating 

system to change for easy orientation-in-space 
positioning. Trunk supports, swingaway abductor 
and chest harness are also available. The REHA 
comes in two sizes for use through most of a child’s 
teen years. 


Telephone: 


Ortho-Kinetics (U.K.) Ltd., 
Unit 4, Planetary Road, Wednesfield, 
Wolverhampton WV 13 3XA. 
Telephone: 0902 866166 


HI Send this coupon off today for more information 


| Name: 
Address: 
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DAILY MAIL 


disability fields. 

So, last month, supported 
by Nicholas Scott, Minister for 
Disabled People, they re- 
launched The Need to Know. It 
is a training pack of video, up- 
to-date guide to the main 
information-giving agencies 
and trainer’s handbook. 

The video uses four case 
studies to illustrate common 
information problems. “People 
- not labels” shows how a 
doctor talking to a patient with 
quadriplegic cerebral palsy sees 
only her physical problems and 
reinforces the negative 
stereotypes of disability. 

“Ways of giving 
information” shows the 
pressures of caring for a 
mother who has Alzheimer’s 
Disease and the inadequate 
support and information given. 


Would you like: 


Post Office? 


Are you: 


community? 


companies? 


COVERDALE 


Free Management Training 
for Disabled People 


O Free access to mainstream quality management training run by 
such organisations as Coverdale, Midland Bank, LWT and the 


© Ongoing support and advice from a consultant to help you make 
personal development & training plans? 
O Reimbursement of resulting hotel and travel expenses? 


O Actively involved in working with others? 
O Able to spread the benefit of your training to others in the 


© Able to commit yourself to a challenging part time programme of 
training courses, each one of up to five days duration? 
O Keen to work alongside managers from major commercial 


Coverdale is a leading British management consultancy. As part of 
our commitment to community affairs we are offering three more 
places on our Leadership Development Programme to commence 
Autumn 1992. Educational and work experience backgrounds are 
less important than a real desire to participate. 


For an information pack and application form, contact Ashleigh 
Alibhai on 071-925 0099, or write to the address below. Information 
is available in braille, large print or on audio tape. Deadline for 
receipt of applications is 30 May 1992. 


The Coverdale Organisation pic 


“Barriers to giving 
information”, about a wife 
diagnosed as having MS, 
shows how vital it is for health 
professionals to be able to 
discuss social and emotional 
difficulties or suggest an 
agency which can. 

And “Access to 
information”, about a woman 
with paraplegia visiting her 
GP, reveals physical barriers, 
and the difficulties of not 
knowing what help there is. 

The cases are linked by 
comment from Ken Davis of 
the British Council of 
Organisations of Disabled 
People (BCODP). 

He says that if doctors 
concentrate on the medical 
problems of their disabled 
patient, not recognising “the 
social being, usually struggling 
to get out ... they’re going to 
make all sorts of wrong 
assumptions and they’re 
certainly not going to be able 
to address that problem of 
getting information to people”. 

Professionals must recognise 
the limits of their knowledge 
and be able to point disabled 
people in the right direction 
for further information. 

He also says disabled people 
have a responsibility to make 
sure professionals get relevant 
information during their 
training. The Need to Know 
involved disabled people. 

Disability consultant Ann 
Macfarlane praised the video 
for being useful in many 
training situations, but Dr 
John McMullan, who is 
preparing a report for the 
Royal College of General 
Practitioners on disability 
management in GP training, 
thought, from what he had 
seen so far, that it was too 
negative. 


Dorland House 

14-16 Regent Street 
London SW1Y 4PH 
Telephone: 071-925 0099 
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Win free tickets to the big air show 


TOURNAMENT 


Nay Sete canseTeroe NANCE 


=—.— 


A & AEE BOSCOMBE DO 
13 & 14 JUNE 92 


COMPETITIONS 21 


This is your chance to win 
free tickets for yourself and a 
friend, or the whole family, to 
visit this year’s International 
Air Tattoo, held in aid of the 
Royal Air Force Benevolent 
Fund, at Boscombe Down, 
near Salisbury, 13-14 June. 

Total value of the one-day 
tickets kindly offered to DN 
readers is £360. 

You will see aircraft from as 
far afield as New Zealand, 
Eastern Europe, and the USA. 
A major theme will be “Salute 
to the Mighty Eighth”, 
marking the 50th anniversary 
of the arrival of the USA's 
Eighth Air Force in the UK, 
with World War II fighters, 
bombers and transport aircraft 
alongside the latest strategic 
bombers and tankers. A 
tableau will re-create a small 
corner of East Anglia in 1942. 

The 50th anniversary of 
flight testing at Boscombe 
Down is being celebrated, and 
there will be aerobatic displays 
from Sweden, police dog 
demonstrations, gymnastic 


displays and bandstands. 
There is convenient car 
parking for disabled visitors in 
all four car parks, close to 
toilet blocks, each with an 
adapted loo. Alert the parking 
marshals to your needs. 


How to enter 

Just spot the 10 differences 
between the two pictures (/eft) 
and circle them in the lower 
picture. Cut out both pictures, 
add your name and address (in 
block capitals). Say which 
tickets you would like: a pair 
or a family ticket (two adults, 
two children under 15), and 
send to the Marketing 
Department, International Air 
Tattoo, Building 1108, Royal 
Air Force Fairford, 
Gloucestershire GL7 4DL. 
Closing date: 11 May 
Winners will be notified by 18 
May and their tickets sent on. 


Calendar competition 


Disabled artists connected with 
ASBAH, the Spinal Injuries 
Association, the MS Society, 
The Stroke Association, 
Arthritis Care or Muscular 
Dystrophy are invited to 
submit an illustration for the 
Sunrise Medical 1993 
Calendar. 

The best three entries from 
each charity will go forward to 
a final judging. 

There will be a runner-up 
from each charity who will 


receive £100, and the overall 
winner gets £250 and the front 
cover position. Entries will be 
exhibited in a top gallery. 

Any size illustration or 
medium (eg paint, sculpture, 
computer, embroidery) is 
eligible. 

Send your design, with 
name, address, day-time 
telephone number, age and 
disability to the relevant 
charity. 

Closing date: 14 August 


Hemswell 


Lincolnsh 
Live an indepe 
within a Caring 


A & AEE BOSCOMBE DOWN 
13 &14 N $ 


Floronde 
winner 


Mrs Judy Taylor, a lecturer in 
the special needs section of 
Swansea College, beat over 400 
other competitors to win the 
Floronde worth £499. She is 
donating it to the students. 
Mrs Taylor found all 13 
words in the word square and 
added: “I would like to win a 
Floronde because ... it’s access 
to success - disability is no 
longer a barrier to 
achievement.” 
Photo next month 


A Travel Service specialising in holidays for the less than able, 
their families and friends. Authorised Travel Consultants to 
numerous Charitable Organisations. Hundreds of holiday 
destinations available worldwide, with suitably adapted 
vehicles for hire, if required. 


EL ie e 


“You deserve nothing less.” 
NOW AVAILABLE 


Experience THE newest magical 
resort of them all in France. 
Three Day Tours from only £120.00 


as 
A.7.35. 
ir 


Community 


12 two bedroomed self contain¢ 
bungalows fully equipped for the han 
and the infirm. 


24 hour nursing care available. Enjoy 
integration in this new thriving community. 


Full details & brochure 
from 


DICKINSON DAVY & MARKHAM 


46, Oswald Road Scunthorpe DN15 7PQ 
Tel: 0724 282278 Fax: 0724 865400 
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THE NEW 


When a lift is the answer to 
two-storey access in the home, 


where do you look first? 
Make your first choice ALTO 


al The new range of good-looking 
; lifts exceeds today's standards 
in every respect and offers total 
reassurance for the carer or 


independent user. 
1 ie for QUALITY 
DESIGN 


@ Good looking to suit home 
decor. 

@ Stored out of sight - 
frees valuable space. 

@ Travels smoothly, 
vibration-free and 
whisper-quiet. 

@ Pre-wired and 
flat-packed for 
quick, easy 
installation. 


CONFIDENT 
SERVICE 


@ The first lift to gain BSI 
certification. 

M@ The first to receive a full 
Fire Test Report. 

@ The first to demonstrate its 
features to leading insurers. 


@ 7 surfaces sense obstruction 
and stop travel. 


@ Only travels when door is 
closed. 


@ Battery operated 
emergency 
lowering. 


st for SAFETY 
STANDARDS 


@ Plans prepared to your 
specification. 

@ Choice of controls and 
extra options. 

@ NEH engineers install and 
test the ALTO. 

@ 24-hr call out 

for prompt 

service. 


Choate ALTO 51 for wheelchair users 


or ALTO 56- the compact, seated option. 
All ALTO lifts carry a minimum 12-month guarantee. 


ALTO. Making light work of lifting 


ee ee ee Et 

To: Nesbit Evans Healthcare Limited, Access Division, 5 Regents Court, 
South Way, Walworth Industrial Estate, Andover SP10 5NX. 

fAvcens icine Send Tel: 0264 334434 Fax: 0264 334330 

5 Regents Court for Please send me details of the new ALTO Lifts 

South Way colour NAME 


Walworth Industrial Estat 
Andover SP105NX brochure AiNwytsss 


Tel: 0264 334434 Fax: 0264 334330 TODAY 


Member of the Nesbit Evans Group of companies 


SE a ee all 
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PATRICK BAGLEE 


At 29, her first job has 
changed Caroline Annaly’s life 
for the better in ways she 
never thought possible. But 
how she got it is not a simple 
tale of O levels and options. 

Because her deafness wasn’t 
diagnosed until she was 10, she 
didn’t begin to learn sign 
language until she was 12. 

After school there was a 
succession of residential 
colleges where she learned the 
traditional “disability folk 
crafts” of sewing and making 
rugs. 

“Work was inside the 
college,” said Caroline Annaly, 
speaking through an 
interpreter. “No-one talked 
about work outside it.” 

Meanwhile, Caroline’s 
father, Lord Annaly, had met 
Beverley Healy. Her daughter 
Georgina, 10 years younger 
than Caroline, was also deaf. 
Caroline went to live with 
Beverley, who was later to 
become her step-mother (her 
father is now dead). 

“T realised that Caroline was 
flaming normal underneath it 
all,” explained Lady Annaly. 
“She was just blocked by her 
inability to communicate, that 
washer only problem, and it 
manifested itself in appalling 
social behaviour problems.” 

At 23, Caroline went to 
Richardson House in 
Blackburn, run by the Royal 
National Institute for Deaf 
People (RNID), to learn to 
look after herself. After five 
years, they lined up a job as a 
care assistant with Kensington 
and Chelsea council. 

That job fell through. “I 
don’t think any of us realised 
what a care assistant’s job 
was,” said Lady Annaly. “She 
can do the caring, but it’s a 
question of being unable to 
communicate with the people 
who are there.” 

Instead, Richardson House 
found her a job as a domestic 
assistant at Ellesmere, a 
residential home for elderly 
people in south London, which 
she started in January. 

“T had a look around,” said 
Caroline. “They all knew I was 
someone who was deaf because 
I couldn’t talk. It was difficult, 
and they all just went ‘yeah’, 
‘yeah’, ‘yeah,’” she laughed. 

Caroline works part-time, 
helping to clean, do the 
laundry, and help the residents 
get around. For this she is 
paid £2.70 an hour. “It’s 
criminal actually,” says 
Beverley Annaly, “but it’s a 
job, it’s independence.” 

Caroline gets on well with 
the residents. “They used to 
be clever but now they’ve 


become very old and their 
brain doesn’t work properly 
any more,” she said. “A few of 
them are really good fun.” 

Libby Harrison, assistant 
centre officer at Ellesmere, 
said: “She seems really pleased 
to be here, which makes a bit 
of a change”. 

When we went to Ellesmere, 
the smiles and waves from 
residents showed Caroline had 
made her mark. But without a 
common means of 
communicating, smiles and 
waves are as far as it goes. 
Lady Annaly agreed: 
“However kind, thoughtful, 
and considerate other members 
of staff may be, she is still 
isolated until someone learns 
to speak to her in her own 
language - sign”. 

Caroline does what she can. 
“They can’t sign but they try a 
little bit,” she said. “There is 
lip-reading and sometimes we 
write things on paper. One or 
two of them are really 
improving and learning a few 
signs. Sometimes [’ll say to 
them ‘come on, you’ve got to 
sign. Please don’t speak, 
sign.” 

“Deaf people have the range 
of intellectual abilities the same 
as we do in the hearing 
world,” says Lady Annaly. 
“You’ve got people who aspire 
to be geniuses, artists, painters, 
schoolteachers. But if you can’t 
communicate, how can you 
become most of those things?” 

The solution, she believes, is 
for children to be taught sign 


CURRICULUM 
‘VITAE 


NAME: Caroline Annaly 


JOB: Domestic assistant 
QUALIFICATIONS: None 


SKILLS: Ability to get on 
with and care for other 
people, and work on your 
own doing domestic tasks 


language at school in the same 
way as any other language. 

She also believes there 
should be sheltered 
accommodation for those deaf 
adults who want to live 
independently, but still need a 
lot of support. To this end, 
the Annalys set up Sign, The 
Campaign for Deaf People, in 
1986. It is working to convert 
properties into bed-sitters, flats 
and day care centres for young 
deaf adults whose main 
language is sign. 

Caroline is fortunate among 
her friends in having a job. 
“Nearly all of them are 
unemployed,” says Lady 
Annaly. “Fairly soon, if they’re 


not careful, theyre going to 
end up back in Richardson 
House, because there’s no 
support you see.” 

Caroline would like to work 
eventually with deaf children, 
or as a Care assistant. 

Working has made 
independent living a reality for 


Ss SS 


Tea for three: Caroline Annaly with residents Arthur Crowley and Tom Wilcox 


her. She now has her own 
money, friends, and has moved 
into the basement flat of the 
Annaly house. 

Lady Annaly stresses that 
Caroline’s experiences are not 


XK 
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At last, a first job at 29 


Careers (5): Caroline Annaly’s job as a domestic assistant is hard work, unglamorous and 
badly paid - so why does it mean so much to her? Alison Rowat reports 


typical of the deaf community, 
but there are thousands like 
her. Being deprived of a 
language till she was 12 left 
Caroline with problems that 
will take time to solve. 

Indeed, Lady Annaly’s own 
daughter Georgina, proves that 
with the right support, 


SS AS 
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opportunity knocks. Georgina 
was pushed by her mother 
from the start, was signing by 
the age of six, sent to an 
integrated boarding school and 
is going to university. 


But Lady Annaly does not 
compare the two. “I have 
expectations for the children. I 
expect them to succeed. I 
would consider Caroline 
working now equally as 
successful as Georgina getting 
to university. It’s success on 
different levels.” 


JAMIE FACER 


Sign, tel: (0494) 680308. 

For more advice, please contact 
the disablement resettlement 
officer at your local job centre. 
Also, see Information on page 


Ze, 


The Ultralight 
Wheelchair 
designed tor Comfort 


The Express Wheelchair from Ortho- 
Kinetics combines the latest in space-age 
technology to provide a lightweight but 
robust multi-purpose wheelchair. 

Only 24lbs in weight it can be propelled 
easily and effortlessly and folds to a compact 
11” The Express also has quick release 
wheels for easy storage, transport or fitting 


into the car. 


Ortho-Kinetics have designed the Express 
for comfort and it can be adjusted to match 
individual needs whilst still giving maximum 
stability wherever it needs to go. 

The Express incorporates many original 
ideas, all intended to provide a greater 
degree of independence for the user and 
make the life of the carer a little easier. 


For further information contact: 
Ortho-Kinetics (U.K.) Ltd., 
Unit 4, Planetary Road, 
Wednesfield, Wolverhampton 
WV13 3XA. Tel: 0902 866166 
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Share Your Problems 


with Ann Darnbrough 


Doctors must 


bridge the 


information gap 


“J wish I’'d known that before” 
- isn’t it depressing how often 
disabled people find 
themselves saying that? When 
there is masses of information 
around that could dramatically 
improve people’s lives, how is 
it that it does not get through? 
Missing out on information 
can lead to frustration and 
even aggravate the disability. 

I am always hearing of 
people who have not known 
about financial benefits to 
which they are entitled, but it 
still shocks me. Gladys (not 
her real name) is 65 and has 
been severely disabled with 
osteoporosis for nine years. 
She wrote to say: 


“It is only recently that I 
have had mobility 
allowance and attendance 
allowance, as I'd been 
unaware of these benefits 
before”. 


She is regularly in touch with 
her doctor and with social 
services, yet neither of these 
front line professionals had 
had the wit to enquire if she 
was getting all the benefits she 
could claim. 

Frank Adams, who was 
disabled by polio, says: 


“T once had a doctor who 


said I should forget about 
work, sell the car, and only 
dream about personal 
relationships. Doctors have 
such a blinkered view of 
life for disabled people. 
They should realise the 
value of information, and 
how a person can use it is 
as important as the 
diagnosis and treatment of 
disability.” 


Another person says: 


“Doctors don’t understand. 
Information is a vital part 
of the healing process - it 
helps disabled people 
regain power and control 
over their own lives.” 


What is the reason for this 
great communication 
breakdown between doctor and 
patient? Doctors cannot be 
expected to know the details 
about the range of benefits and 
services available to their 
patients, but they or someone 
in the surgery should be able 
to point you in the right 
direction of information 
services in the community. 
Margaret described to me 
how isolated she had felt when 
her arthritis had worsened. 
She felt she was the only 
person in the world affected in 


For ALL who 


NEED TO WALK 


%* Secure 


Positioning 


% Maximum 


Freedom 


%* Stimulates 


Movement 


® aR 


iRifton 
FOR PEOPLE WITH DISABILITIES 


Full colour brochure: 


FRONT-LEANING 
GAIT TRAINER 


RIFTON, Dept. DN, ROBERTSBRIDGE, E. SUSSEX TN32 5DR. Tel: (0580) 880626 


this way. Her doctor did not 
think to tell her that there was 
a thriving local group she 
could contact. Probably he did 
not know, but that is no 
excuse. He should have made 
it his business to. 

Ken Davis, who founded 
Disablement Information and 
Advice Line (DIAL) and is 
closely involved with the 
Derbyshire Centre for 
Integrated Living, says: 


“What normally happens is, 
if a doctor comes into 
contact with a disabled 
person, it’s usually around 
something to do with that 
person’s body. That’s the 
superficial, the presenting 
problem which takes many 
disabled people into the 
sphere of professional 
medical influence. 

“But behind it all there is 
a social being, usually 
struggling to get out. Every 
doctor needs to be aware of 
that. The social context 
within which disabled 
people are struggling to 
operate effectively, to make 
sense of their own lives, is 
something that, if doctors 
are not aware of, then 
they’re going to make all 
sorts of wrong assumptions 
and they’re certainly not 
going to be able to address 
that actual problem of 
getting information to 
people.” 


To go back to Gladys, her 
biggest worry is housing. The 
lease on her house runs out in 
a year, and since both she and 
her 70-year-old husband are 
now severely disabled they 


urgently need adapted housing. 


They have simply been told 
there are no council houses 
available. Once again, they are 
having to struggle to find out 
for themselves the information 
they need. 

With the situation being 
desperate for Gladys and her 
husband, they should contact 
everybody possible, from the 
social services and housing 
departments of their local 
authority to the Citizens’ 
Advice Bureau, and the 


PENROSE BURDEN 
NORTH CORNWALL 
SELF-CATERING HOLIDAY COTTAGES DESIGNED 


National Federation of 
Housing Associations (NFHA). 
I also suggest that they contact 
their local councillor and MP. 
Local libraries and the town 
hall have information on how 
to contact them. In addition, 
there are many DIALs around 
the country. These are run by 
people with personal 
experience of disability, and 
may be able to help. 

As I asked last month, 
what’s in a word? Dave 
Hutchings says: 


“T hate the word 
‘chairbound’. The picture it 
conjures up to me is 
somebody blindfolded, 
gagged and tied to a chair 
with lashings of rope. That 
may be the plight of the 
victims of kidnapping, but 
it’s not mine.” 


Dave is echoing the views of 
lots of people who use 
wheelchairs. If they’re not 
being described as 
“chairbound”, then they’re 
labelled as being “confined” to 
a wheelchair: whereas the 
users of wheelchairs see their 
chariots as liberating rather 
than confining. 

I hope more of you are 
going let me know your pet 
hates. What do you think 
about being called a “victim” 
or a “sufferer”? How about the 
rest of the world being called 
“normal” (that’s a joke!). Does 
that suggest that the rest of us, 
disabled people, are abnormal? 

One of the best things we 
can do with bad labels is to 
turn them round and use them 
to our advantage, with tongue 
firmly in cheek. How about 
those disabled people who 
refer to themselves as “crips”, 
thus taking the sting out of 
“cripple”? Then there’s the 
new magazine called The Oldie. 

Please write to me, c/o 
Disability Now, 12 Park 
Crescent, London WIN 4EQ. 


with your views. 


If you cannot find the telephone 
number and address of a DIAL 
in your phone book, contact 
DIAL UK, tel: (0302) 310123. 
NFHA, tel: 071-278 6571. 


FOR WHEELCHAIR USERS AND THEIR FAMILIES 


Eight traditional stone cottages (sleeping 2-6) recently converted with wheelchair 
users in mind. Each has private garden with parking on tarmac. Level access 
throughout. Woodburning stoves (free logs) & free night-stores. Linen provided. 
Dogs accepted. Colour TVs. Home made meals on arrival and each evening. Superb 
rural area with outstanding views from low level windows. Being in wh/ch. myself 
all aspects have been carefully considered - we aim to provide a really RELAXED 
HOLIDAY FOR THE WHOLE FAMILY. Easy distance from best beaches. One 
mile private fishing with wh/ch. platforms. Open all year. Car essential. Early 
enquiry advised - many return bookings. 1992 rates from £115-£395 (VAT 
included). Large colour brochure (2 x 2nd class stamps appreciated) from: 

R. & N. Hall, Penrose Burden, St Breward, Bodmin, Cornwall PL30 4LZ. 


Tel: Bodmin (0208) 850277 & 850617. 


PROFILE 


Nigel Smith 


The biggest problem Nigel 
Smith had when his team won 
the Big Eight wheelchair 
basketball tournament in 
March was lifting the trophy. 

“I was amazed how heavy it 
was,” he said. “But I wasn’t 
complaining. It was great to 
win such a major tournament 
and we’ll be hoping to retain 
the trophy next year.” 

Nigel, 29, from Epsom, 
Surrey, captains the Milton 
Keynes Aces and has played 
over 100 times for Britain. 

He started in 1981 after 
becoming severely disabled in 
a motorcycle accident. 

“TI got hooked on the game 
while recuperating at Stoke 
Mandeville hospital. ve 
always been sporty so I was 
keen to have a go.” 

Nigel believes basketball 
helped him to come to terms 
with his disability and he got 
great encouragement from his 
physiotherapist, Dot, who later 
became his wife. 

“IT used to spend hours 
every day practising my 
dribbling, passing and shooting 
skills.” 

He still trains six days a 
week. “You’ve got to be 
dedicated to be a success in 
this sport because it’s such a 
fast-moving game.” 

Nigel’s first team was the 
LGS Jets, but he left in 1984 
to form the Milton Keynes 
Aces. They were an instant 
success, winning the second 
division title in 1985, the first 
division in 1988 and the 
national cup in 1989. 

But none of this compared 
with winning the Big Eight. 
“It was very exciting,” said 
Nigel. “There were cameras 
everywhere and we were 
interviewed before, during and 
after every game.” Channel 4 
will show the programmes in 
August. 

Nigel is about to be 
confirmed as Britain’s captain 
for this summer’s Paralympics 
and has high hopes of winning 
a medal. “We’ve got a good 
young side who are getting 
better and better.” 

He hopes to play for another 
10 years, then coach. “It’s 
great to introduce newcomers 
to the game and help them 
progress, because they are the 
future of the sport.” 

Tim Russell 
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uriouser 
and 
curiouser 


‘This was the first visit to the 
British Museum with my 
electric scooter. Off I set, map 
in hand, for the manuscripts 
department and artist Samuel 
Palmer’s sketch book. 

I was directed to a passage- 
way across which were two 
narrow doors. After a few 
waves and knocks I was let in, 
} only to be told that I really 

needed the drawings and 
prints department. 

Back in the main hall, I was 
ushered to a very small lift. 
The lift operator pondered 
/ whether I would be able to get 
to the prints department that 
| way after all. 

“T think it will be easier if 
| you go in another lift,” he 
said. At this point I had to 
remind myself how wonderful 
) it would be to see Palmer’s 
sketch book. 

On the first floor, I whizzed 
off through the Celtic 
jewellery, past Sutton Hoo 
treasures, into Asia Minor BC, 
turning left at the Egyptians, 
and then I forgot where I was 
| supposed to go next. 

The whole event began to 
take on the feeling of Lewis 
Carroll’s Alice in Wonderland. I 
was journeying through this 
large, echoing building full of 
strange artefacts, with people 
seemingly detached from each 
other but very much bent on 
their own pursuits. In contrast, 
the numerous attendants had 
nothing to do but stand 
around and wait for something 
that never happened. 

As if endorsing my 
imaginings, I noticed a door 
with the familiar wheelchair 
symbol on it. A tall thin man 

appeared from nowhere with a 

key, asking if I would like to 

come through. I went in, 
through into a tiny office, out 
the other side, through another 
door to another lift! 

One lift, a helpful American 
tourist, two more attendants, 
and three more doors later, I 
was finally there. 

It was an enormous room, 
just the sort of place where the 
Queen of Hearts might have 
held court. Long reading desks 
stretched away from me and I 
imagined all the animals of 
Alice’s adventures sitting here 
in council. 

As I left the museum later 
that day, I was musing on the 
wonders of actually seeing 
Palmer’s original drawings. 
Suddenly, I saw a poster 
heralding “The Lewis Carroll 
Exhibition at the British 
Museum”. What a pity I 


hadn’t had time to see it ... 
Valerie Tarbuck 


Trudy Morgan sets 
the baize alight at 
Beechwood House 
Rest Home in 
Liverpool with her 
snooker skills. 
What could she be 
saying as she 
watches another 
crack shot hit 
home? 

Answers please by 
14 May, to DN, 
address page 2. 
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you create-a-caption? 


... NEWS QUIZ ... NEWS QUIZ ... NEWS QUIZ ... 


1. Which famous first division 
football team manager had a 
heart operation? 

2. Which royal couple split 
up? 

3. Which disability charity 
announced a cut in its 


counselling services because of 
the recession? 

4. Which science fiction writer 
died? 

5. Which fascist dictator’s 
granddaughter was elected to 
the government of her 


DN’s crossword 


Answers page 31 


COMPILED BY REBECCA REYNOLDS 


ACROSS 

1. Method of transport for 
some disabled people (10) 

6. Dilate (anag.) 

7. Covered with cobblestone, 
for example (5) 

9. Car with three wheels (7, 
5) 

12. American State (7) 

14. Donkey (3) 

15. Breakfast _ Tiffany’s (2) 

16. Man’s name (3) 

17. Garment worn by women 
(5) 

20. The grass is like this on 
the other side (7) 

22. Thin, hollow face (7, 3) 


DOWN 


1. Type of bird with long legs 
(5) 

2. Praise (5) 

3. Red canal (anag.) 

4. Symbol meaning “and” (9) 

5. People who make a fuss 
about words (7) 

8. Throb (7) 

10. Way out (4) 

11. Rude (8) 

13. _ place like home (2) 

15. Seraph (5) 

18. Girl’s name (4) 

19. An item of footwear (4) 

21. Hearing organ (3) 


Answers page 31 April winner 

Thanks again for all your 
entries - let’s have some 
more! 

The £10 prize goes to 
Caroline Panton for 
“There’s ‘mortar’ this than 


meets the eye, mate.” 


country? 

6. How old was TV presenter 
David Frost? 

7. Which political party did 
actor Sir Richard 
Attenborough vote for in the 
general election? 

8. Which pop singer sued a 
magazine for suggesting he 
was gay? 

9. The Spastics Society 
launched an appeal in March 
to celebrate its birthday. How 
old is it? 

10. For what film did 
Anthony Hopkins win an 
Oscar? 


GLIDE UPSTAIRS ONA 
STANNAH STAIRLIFT. 


| Make climbing stairs easy again, with 
a Stannah Stairlift, in your home. 
Full details in this FREE 
Information Pack. 


CALL US 
NOW FOR 
A COPY! 


Phone FREE (0800) 378386 
and ask for EXT 724, 
or return the coupon below. 


SOHHSHHSSHSHSHSSHSHSHSHHSHSHSSHHSHSHOHHSHEHSSHHTHTHHSHHHOHHSEHHHSHHHSHLESESEEE 


For your Colour Information Pack please complete and return to: 
Stannah Stairlifts Limited, Dept. 6124, FREEPOST, Andover, Hants SP10 3BR. 


A relative living elsewhere L 


Are you enquiring for your Household (1 


Name 


Address 


ERRECOGE eee ere eee] CL 
Stannah Stairlifts Limited is part of the Stannah Lifts Group. 
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CHECKOUT 
Mi 


This month, Checkout gets 
arty crafty. Taking up a practi- 
cal hobby can be fun and you 
have something to keep, give 
away or sell at the end of it. 
Why not take the easy way in 
and start by brightening up 
things you already have around 
your home? The Electric 
Poker Pen from Nottingham 
Rehab is an “easy-to-use-tool” 
for burning decorative patterns 
on wood, leather or cork. You 
could try it on a pine bread bin. 
or an old belt £15.85 (ex VAT 
and p&p). Tel: (0602) 452345. 
Stencil kits, also from Not- 
tingham Rehab, can be used 
with fabric or craft paints. Try 
personalising your stationery or 
painting your coffee mugs. 
£6.50 for the stencils, paints 
cost £1.15 each (ex VAT and 
p&p). Telephone as above. 
Creating pictures with differ- 
ent wood veneers and textures 
is known as marquetry (see 
picture above right). Art Veneers 
produce a range of kits for 
beginners. £6-£16. Send for a 
brochure. Tel: (0638) 712550. 
Decorative candles make 
great presents. The FA Can- 
dlemaking kit from Fred 
Aldous has wax, wicks, dyes 
and everything you will need to 
get going. £14.50 (inc VAT 
and p&p). Tel: 061-236 2477. 
Making things you need can 


also save you money. Simple 
Way are offering their shoes in 
kit form and claim “a pair can 
easily be made in a couple of 


hours”. £19.50-£27.50 — (ex 


VAT and p&p). Ask for a cata- 
logue. Tel: (0458) 47275. 
If you have limited mobility 


metal but are worried about 
cutting your fingers as well the 
Shapersaw from Nottingham 
Rehab could be the answer. It 
has a vibrating action and you 
maneouvre your material round 
the blade. £59.95 (ex VAT and 
p&p). Telephone as above. 


or dexterity a few 
devices may help you. 

Dingle Hill Products pro- 
duce a small electric spinning 
wheel, which can be used on 
tables attached to a wheelchair 
or in bed. £64.50 (inc VAT 
and p&p). Tel: (0764) 70667. 

The Bordet carving 
machine is named after the 
French woodcarver who devel- 
oped it after losing the use of 
one hand. Different tools are 
available for carving almost any 
material. Tel: (0225) 425894. 

If you need to cut wood or 


NISSAN 


simple . 


You may find it easier to 
work on your lap. The Lap 
Hugger Tray is a standard 
tray top fixed to a polystyrene- 
filled bag which molds to the 
shape of your lap. £19.95 (inc 
p&p) from Valerie Ferry, tel: 
(0306) 711248. 

If you cannot knit in the tra- 
ditional way a large print guide 
Knitting and Crochet with 
One Hand by Mary Konior 
might interest you. Published 
by Philip & Tacey, it costs 65p 
but VAT and p&p is a hefty 
£2.94. Tel: (0264) 332171. 


WHAT’S ON 
eDOCS Ne ei | 


Garden Festival Wales 1 May - 4 October in Ebbw Vale, Gwent. 
£5 for disabled people and senior citizens. Further details from 
Operations Department, Garden Festival Wales, Ebbw Vale, 
Gwent NP3 6UF, tel: (0495) 350198. 


Breaking Into Leisure, an activities weekend for people with 
learning difficulties. 9-10 May at Middlesex Poly, London. Further 
details from the UK Sports Association for People with a Learning 
Disability, 30 Philip Lane, London N15 4JB, tel: 081-885 1177. 


Workshops for Young Deaf People at the Museum of the Moy- 
ing Image, London, 12-15 May. Each workshop costs £3, payable 
in advance. Contact MOMI Education, tel: 071-928 3535. 


Information Day for Parents of Children with CP 16 May at 
the Rhonda Heritage Park Hotel near Pontypridd. Free. Further 
information from Gill Williams, The Spastics Society’s Cardiff 
Office, tel: (0222) 797706. 


NAIDEX 792. 20-22 May in Hall 1 at the National Exhibition Cen- 
tre in Birmingham. Free. Contact Naidex Conventions, 90 Calver- 
ley Road, Tunbridge Wells, Kent TN1 2UN, tel: (0892) 544027. 


Implementation of Sections 5 & 6 of the Disabled Persons’ 
Act, RADAR conference, 21 May at NAIDEX. Contact Rachel 
Scott, 25 Mortimer Street, London WIN 8AB, tel: 071-637 5400. 


From Page to Stage, a series of six writing workshops, running 
over 12 weeks, starts 23 May in London. Free. Contact Sarah Pick- 
thall, Training Officer, Shape London, 1 Thorpe Close, London 
W10 5XL, tel: 081-960 9246 (voice/minicom). . 
The “Open Road” Show, an exhibition of outdoor chairs, scoot- 
ers and cars. 26 May at Beaumont Shopping Centre, Beaumont 
Leys, Leicester. Free. Contact Christine Gale, tel: (0533) 700747. 
Thomas Delarue School Reunion for staff and students. 25-26 


July. Free, with care assistants provided. Accommodation available. 
Contact Andy Berry, c/o 12 Park Crescent, London WIN 4EQ. 


NISSAN # PETROL 


£9495 


NISSAN # DIESEL 


£9995 
RENAULT * PETROL 
£10495 


RENAULT # DIESEL 


£11395 


5 SEATER (plus 1 wheelchair space) or 4 SEATER (plus 2 wheelchair spaces) 
(Fully converted including windows, ramps, clamps and carpeted) 


« The VERSA is available in both petrol (unleaded) and diesel versions. 

= The Ist Choice for Nursing Homes, Charitable Organisations, Community Transport and Families alike! 

= Inside, is a reliable and safe method of anchoring the Wheelchairs and seats. 

* A double track runs the full interior length of the vehicle. Wheelchair clamps are provided which simply hand-tighten 

to anchor the wheelchair firmly in any position along the track. 

Contact Howard Samuels or John Leach for a full information pack * Including Delivery, number plates and assumes exemption from road fund license. 


CAR CENTRE LTo. 


051 420 2000 


* All conversions subject to Appendix B of Relief From VAT and Car Tax as amended in the 1983 Acts. 


FULL RANGE OF NISSAN 
CARS - MICRAS, SUNNYS, 
PRIMERA'S, AVAILABLE 
ON MOTABILITY FINANCE 
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‘Manchester City Council has 
produced a minicom direc- 
story of council and other use- 
ful numbers. The guide also 
gives information on how to 
yapply to the social services 
\department for a minicom and 
Jhow to use one. Free from the 
'Town Hall Information Cen- 
‘tre, libraries and other council 
\offices. 


'The Computability Centre, 
) a new national centre, provides 
} education and training for dis- 
abled people, assists in the 
selection of computer equip- 


‘ment and _ offers technical 
hadvice on installation and 
ergonomics. Contact The 


Compatibility Centre, PO Box 
)94, Warwick CV34 5WS,, tel: 
| (0926) 312847. 


'The Centre for Studies on 
Integration in Education is 
horganising a National Inte- 
»gration Week to run from 11- 
‘17 May. Leaflets suggesting 
ways to take part are available 
‘from CSIE, 415 Edgware 
Road, London NW2 6NB, tel: 
081-452 8642. 


Accessible Wales, a guide 
which includes details on 
‘travel, tourist _ attractions, 


restaurants, banks and accom- 
modation is on sale in Wales 
tourist board tourist informa- 
tion centres and selected book- 
stores, price £2. 


Assistance Animals is a video 
from the Unit for Veterinary 
Continuing Education. It looks 
at some of the assistance ani- 
‘mal and pet therapy pro- 
grammes developed in the UK. 
‘£26 (inc p&p), cheques 
payable to The Royal Veteri- 
‘nary College, from The 
-UVCE, The Royal Veterinary 
College, Royal College Street, 
‘London NW1 OTU, tel: 071- 
387 2898 ext 380. 


Sit eve 
Crump is 
PR officer 
and = Julia 
Cosby is 
admin offi- 
cerpate. Leaf. 

ma Accord. 
Inga Jones has been appointed 
as Adapt’s first development 
officer. Amanda Jordan (for- 
merly of The Spastics Society 
and the National Council for 
Voluntary Organisations) has 
been appointed senior execu- 
tive, community relations at 
the National Westminster 
Bank. Nigel Slater is now 
director of fund raising and 
public relations at the Disabled 
Living Foundation. Michael 
Shaw (above) has joined John 
Grooms Association for Dis- 
abled People as _ executive 
director. Roger Sims is the 
National Care Homes Associa- 
tion’s first president. 


Coventry City Council has a 
mobile library adapted for 
disabled people (see picture 
below). For details of locations 
visited contact Colin Scott, 
Central Librarian, tel: (0203) 
832457. 


Dementia, Money and Legal 
Matters, a free guide for carers 
in Scotland. Costs £1.50 (inc 
p&p) to others. Available from 
Scottish Action on Dementia, 


33 i CastlenStreet; 
EH2 3DN, tel: 031-220 4886. 


The Holiday Care Service has 
launched a Disability Aware- 
ness Training Course for 
workers in the tourism indus- 
try. It costs £40 per head. For 
more details contact Susan 
Harrington, Head of Informa- 
tion, Holiday Care Service, 2 
Old Bank Chambers, Station 
Road, Horley, Surrey RH6 
9HW, tel: (0293) 774535. 


There are only two job clubs 
for deaf people both in Lon- 
don. South London Job Club 
for the Deaf, tel: 071-582 0951, 


T 
H 


THE MAJOR EXHIBITION OF 
EQUIPMENT & SERVICES FOR 
DISABLED & ELDERLY PEOPLE 
NURSING & REST HOMES 


F O Occupational 
Therapists - 
Hospitals - Charity Workers 
Doctors - Schoolteachers - 
Nursing and Rest Home 
Proprietors - Nurses - 
Local Authorities - Speech 
Therapists - DHSS - Care 
Centre Workers + Fund 
Raisers - Sales Marketing 
and Manufacturing 
Managers - Schoolchildren 
Company Directors - 
Nursing and Rest Home 
Matrons - Financial 
Managers - Elderly People - 
Administrators - Disabled 
People - Physiotherapists - 
Procurement Staff - Nursing 
and Rest Home Suppliers 


SE 


Edinburgh 


- Green Ark 


HALL 1 - NATIONAL EXHIBITION 
BIRMINGHAM - UK 


20-21 - 22:MAY 1992 


GENTRE - 


Beds - 
Rehabilitation 
Equipment - Stair Lifts - 
Chairs - Physiotherapy - 
Showers - Toys - Hoists - 
Exercise - Leisure - Pub- 
lications - Vehicles and 
Adaptions - Nursing Home 
Equipment - Furniture - 
Walkers - Kitchen Equip- 
ment - Books - Handicrafts 
Body Supports - Cars - 
Bathroom Furnishings - 
Wheelchairs - Communi- 
cations - Educational Tools 
Toilet Furnishings - 
Mobility Aids - Body 
Supports - Rest Home 
Equipment - Children’s 
@8) Furniture - Handicrafts 


minicom: 071-735 0969. North 
London, tel: 081-809 0381, 
minicom: 081-800 9865. 


Living and Working with 
Autism costs £1.50 (inc p&p) 
from The National Autistic 
Society, 276 Willesden Lane, 
London NW2 5RB. 


WRAP, the Wrexham Advo- 
cacy Partnership, aims to sup- 
port people with disabilities in 


Wales in 


speaking out for 
themselves. For more informa- 
tion contact Llinos Jehu, Advo- 


cacy Development Officer, 
WRAP, Cunliffe Centre, Rhos- 
ddu Road, Wrexham, _ tel: 
(0978) 261441. 


Does your dog have arthritis? 
is a wholemeal 
cereal dog food which can 
reduce the effects of arthritis 
and other complaints when 
used with homeopathic medica- 
tion (see your vet for guidance). 
For details contact Sue War- 
wick, Green Ark, Low Flatt, 
Alston, Cumbria CA9 3DE, tel: 
(0434) 381766. 
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FURTHER INFORMATION 
AVAILABLE FROM 
NAIDEX CONVENTIONS 
90 CALVERLEY ROAD 


TUNBRIDGE WELLS 
KENT TN] 2UN 
TELEPHONE: 0892 544027 
TELEX: 95604 MEPNCL G 
FAX: 0892 541023 


On 
is 
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= set, Al 1BG, tel: (0823) 
HELP 288061. 
Brea. Le Luton Special Playschemes 


are run for disabled children in 
Friends Who Care is a link the school holidays. The 
scheme in the Taunton area scheme needs young people 
which finds volunteers to share aged over 15 to befriend a 
some of their leisure time with youngster with learning dis- 
a child or adult who has a abilities for three days a week. 
learning disability. If you More information from Ron 
would like to help, contact Jackson, Senior Youth Worker, 
Vivienne Noyce, Friends Who Lea Manor Youth Centre, 
Care, Creetown House, Alber- Northwell Drive, Luton, tel: 
marle Road, Taunton, Somer- (0582) 579714. 


Leisure Disability Grants 


Are you disabled and active in leisure? 


Hackney Leisure is offering small grants to groups of 
people with disabilities who want to take part in 
leisure activities such as sports, arts and crafts, 
theatre, music, dance and outdoor pursuits. 


We have only £11,000 to spend but part of that 
money could help fund your group if it is based in 
Hackney or serves Hackney residents. 

(Sorry — individuals do not qualify for this grant.) 
Priority will be given to projects that are run by 


disabled people themselves. 
Closing date for applications is Friday 22 May 1992. 


To get an application form contact: 
Jit Singh, Hackney Leisure 
Shoreditch Town Hall 

380 Old Street 

London ECIV 9LT 

© 071 739 7600 x2306 


Details are also available on tape and applications may 
be made on tape. 


Hackney 


\eiSur 4 


:‘G: HACKNEY COUNCIL 
WW Working for local people 
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| DISCOVER 
| MARQUETRY 


| Our comprehensive kits, cost from 
£6 and provide all you need to 
i enjoy this fascinating pastime. 


i Write or ‘phone for our free colour brochure 


Michael White, Dept D, The Art Veneers Co. Ltd, 
Industrial Estate, Mildenhall, Suffolk IP28 7AY 
Fax (0603) 712330 


e 
S 


[ Tel (0603) 712550 
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FOR SALE 


HAND OPERATED “GO-KART” 
suitable for physically handicapped child 
aged 3-10 yrs. Mint condition, never 
used. Any offer considered. Also pull and 
twist car seat, fully operational. £65. Tel: 
(0494) 520851 (day) or (0494) 438827 
(eve) - Peter. 


ELECTRIC SAFARI MICROCAR. 
Two years old. Hardly used due to ill 
health. Excellent condition. £2,000. Tel: 
(0242) 582241. 


TOYOTA HIACE MINIBUS A reg, 6 
seater. Also space for 2 wheelchairs and 
occupants, floor tracking, clamps, ramps, 
radio cassette, sunroof. Immaculate con- 
dition. £2,295. Tel: (0203) 466047. 


1985 CAR CHAIR, hoist, fittings, steer- 
ing wheel to fit Ford Escort. Excellent 
condition. £1,200 ono for quick sale, 
owner deceased. Tel: (0703) 559772. 


STANNAH SILVER RAIL ‘stairlift, 
straight stairway. 15 ft long, perfect con- 
dition, serviced regularly. Offers about 
£400. Tel: (0382) 79621. 


CHAIRMAN ESCORT, F reg, one yr 
MOT, 18,000 mls. Excellent condition, 
just serviced. £7,750 ono. Tel: 081-547 
3513/6725. 


AUTOMATIC ADJUSTABLE BED. 


SERVICES 


Adam Price Vehictes” 


If you need a vehicle to carry up to five seated 
passengers and a wheelchair but your budget 
will not stretch to a new one, contact us. 

* Used accessible vehicles supplied 

* Access conversions to your vehicle 


* Passenger use and access conversions to 
used vans 

* Realistic prices 

* Any make supplied 

Our comprehensive service includes locating a 

suitable vehicle, processing H.M. Customs & 

Excise requirements and delivery to your door. 


Tel:Office (0202) 814112, Mobile (0860) 620779 


STAIRLIFTS reconditioned 
Stannah/Minivator, installed 
and guaranteed. Unwanted lifts 


purchased for cash. 
DOLPHIN LIFTS 081 861 2370. 


Electric switch controls, head and foot 
positions. Built in vibratory massage, sin- 
gle size. Perfect condition. Cost £1,370. 
Sell for £650. 


RENAULT EXTRA CONVERSION, 
7,000 miles. Driver, two passengers, plus 
one wheelchair person. Ramp, clamp etc. 
Good visibility. £5,650. Tel: (0423) 
711586 (Harrogate). 


FORD TRANSIT VAN B REG, rear 
entry tail lift side windows, fully insu- 
lated and carpeted. Clean, tidy van. 
£2,500 ono. Tel: (0582) 841127. 


CAR MOBILITY passengers car seat, 
swings out 180 degrees. Bought January 
‘92 used for one 50 mile journey only. 
Cost £750. For price details tel: 081-657 
1351. 


DETACHED BUNGALOW. £83,950. © 


Edge of Coventry. Two double bed- 
rooms, central heating, large lounge with 
coal effect fire and patio door with ramp 
to garden. Kitchen fully refitted in light 
oak during 1991. Bathroom with sliding 
door. Large garage with electrically oper- 
ated door. Tel: (0203) 466373. 


MAGNIFICENT MOUNTAIN 
VIEWS from modern detached bunga- 
low, Fort William, West Highlands. 
Double glazed, __— central _—heating, 
wheelchair accessible throughout. 
£70,000. Tel: (05395) 67342. 


G REG CONVERTED FIAT Explorer 
van, 3,760 miles. Wheelchair passenger 
winched up rear ramp, 4 anchorages, 
seats two plus driver. £5,500. Tel: (0923) 
673979. 


SQUIRREL ELECTRIC 
WHEELCHAIR. Four wheel steer, four 
wheel drive. All terrain, go anywhere 
chair with plastic moulded body, chair 
batteries and charger. Used three times. 
£1,160. Tel: 021-722 3743 after 6pm. 


ELECTRIC WHEELCHAIR Carter 
G63 cruiser II. Charger. Hardly used. 
£900 ono. Tel: 081-940 4751 (evenings). 


FIVE MILES BRIGHTON, detached 
bungalow, 2 beds, lounge diner, kitchen, 
bathroom, shower, GCH, garage, gdns. 
£64,900 ono. Tel: (0273) 583421. 


ORTHO-KINETICS BRAVO electric 
three wheeler. Brand new. £750. Croy- 


Community Care 


Developing Positive Partnerships: A Two Day Seminar 


Disability Matters Ltd is a well established organisation currently 
offering Disability Awareness and Equality Training to a wide range 
of clients in the private and public sectors. Group discussion and 
role play will assist delegates in achieving a greater understanding 

of the needs of service users and develop the skills, positive 
attitudes, and confidence to communicate with, and ensure the needs 
of disabled people and carers are accurately assessed and met. 


Building on the success of previous seminars, we are planning a 
series of 2 day courses designed specifically to meet the needs of 
managers, practitioners, service providers and support staff charged 
with implementing the requirements of the Act. 


The seminars will be held at strategic locations during 1992: 


3-4 June Southampton 16-17 June London 1-2 July Bristol 
21-22 July Cardiff 18-19 August Coventry 15-16 September Liverpool 
29-30 September Norwich 14-15 October Leeds 
28-29 October Newcastle 11-12 November Edinburgh 


Areas to be covered in implementing the Act include: 


* OPEN COMMUNICATION ~* ACTIVE LISTENING * DEFINING OUTCOMES 

* USERS AND CARERS * RESISTANCE TO CHANGE * DISABILITY ETIQUETTE 

* RESOLVING CONFLICT © * PUBLISHED COMMUNICATION * ROLE PLAY 

* SEXUALITY * AWARENESS * ACCESS 

* IMAGES OF DISABILITY * INDEPENDENT LIVING * DIGNITY WITH RIGHTS 

* CHOICE AND CONTROL © * MEDICAL OR SOCIAL MODEL © * DOUBLE DISCRIMINATION 


Developing Positive Partnerships 


For further details contact Disability Matters Ltd. 
Berkeley House, West Tytherley, Salisbury, Wilts SP5 1NF. 
Tel 0794 41144 Fax 0794 41777 
Cost per delegate £285 plus VAT, Venues will be fully accessible 


don. Tel: (0689) 843673 (evenings only). 


ELSWICK ENVOY, 9,000 miles, power 
steering, automatic, red, adapted to take 
NHS wheelchair plus two extra seats. 
Service available re Alfred Bekkers 
Agents. Excellent condition. £4,500. Tel: 
(0733) 578641. 


SIERRA SAPPHIRE, 1.8LX. 88F. 
Excellent condition, 36,500 mls. FS his- 
tory. Front passenger Elap conversion, 
swivel seat. MOT until Aug ‘92. £5,000. 
Tel: 091-377 1098. 


SPRITE MAJOR CARAVAN 1986. 16 
ft, disabled specification. Wide door, 
ramp access, extended washroom, 
orthopaedic mattress. Heater, mains 
electrics, omni max aerial, three way 
fridge. £3,450 ono. Tel: (0602) 452376 or 
232141. 


ELECTRIC WHEELCHAIR, Bec 
Horizon 40k. 18in wide seat, little used. 
Battery charger and pump. Cost £1,800. 
Accept £950. Tel: 081-805 0103. 


FIAT FIORINA, E reg. VGC. Tele- 
scopic ramps, electric winch etc. Bench 
seat to rear. Only 21,000 miles. Very 
cheap to run. £3,950. Tel: 081-568 2510. 


BROOKS STAIRLIFT, model “Excel- 
sior”. Only four months old. £900. For 
details, tel: 081-764 6802. 


NISSAN PRAIRIE, E reg. 1.8GSL. 
Carchair fitted. Also Le Clutch cab. Only 


£5,500, with Carchair £8,000 or nearest 
offer. Tel: (0663) 742796. 


PASSENGER SWIVEL SEAT for car. 
New condition. £150. Contact Mr Bryce. 
Tel: (0493) 661443 (Great Yarmouth). 


ELECTRIC ORTHO-KINETICS Lark 
wheelchair with accessories. 3 years old, 
little used, excellent condition. Will 
accept £1,500. Tel: (0553) 762170. 


WHEELCHAIR, battery and charger. 
BEC 17, good condition. £575. Tel: 
(0621) 783593 (Maldon). 


Disability Now is not responsible 
for claims made in the advertise- 


ments it prints and all readers are 
advised to check claims with the 
advdertisers before relying on them. 


WANTED 


THREE DOOR CAR fitted with Car- 
chair which electrically lifts person into 
front passenger seat. Tel: (0442) 862410 
(Herts). 


SIGN LANGUAGE TUTOR to teach 
non-disabled woman in London (NW5 
area). Ring Jane, c/o Diagrm, tel: 071- 
482 3633. 


Did you know that Disability Now 
is a non-profit making newspaper 
and welcomes donations. If you can 
help write to DN, address on page 2. 


RANK XEROX 


Rank Xerox (UK) Ltd are looking for highly motivated graduate entrants to join 
our Sales, Human Resources, Finance and Systems Divisions. Candidates should 
have analytical and numeracy skills; good written:and verbal communications; 
ability to plan & prioritise workloads and be methodical in approach but 
enterprising in thought. Full clean driving licence essential for Sales positions. 


If you are self-motivated, enthusiastic with a desire to pursue a career in one of 
the above areas, you should not send a CV but telephone: 0895 251133, Ext 
3374 (Answerphone) indicating which area you are interested in. We will then 
send you additional information together with an application form. Please quote 
DN1 when telephoning. Completed applications should reach the company by 
15th May latest. Starting date: November 1992. Locations: UK-wide. 


We only discriminate on ability {{ 


shad wandsworth 


Support & Housing Assistance for people with Disabilities 
is looking for a full-time 


support worker 
SCP 22 £13,965 (Job/Salary under review) 


We are looking for someone with skills in the following areas: 

* Recruitment and support of volunteers 

* Promotion and Publicity 

* Liaison with local authority/voluntary groups 

You must be able to work as part of a team, and to work well under 
pressure. In addition you must have a positive attitude towards disabled 
people living independently. 


For an application pack, please write to The Secretary, SHAD Wandsworth, 
The Nightingale Centre, 8 Balham Hill, London SW12 QEA, or ring 081 675 
6095. The closing date for return of completed application forms is 27 May 
1992 and interviews will take place on 4 June 1992. 


SHAD Wandsworth is working towards Equal Opportunities, and we welcome 
applications from all sections of the community. Our office is fully 
accessible, and disabled people are particularly encouraged to apply. 


G|mic\p|p 


The Greater Manchester Coalition of Disabled People is setting up a 
Volunteers Project, funded for three years, to recruit disabled people 
as volunteers, to arrange training for them in appropriate skills, and 
to develop volunteer placements both in GMCDP and other voluntary 
organisations in Greater Manchester. 


We are recruiting for two posts - 


1. A Development Worker with outreach and project development 
skills; the post will be at NJC Scale 6, £13,563 pa, 25 hours per 
week, £9,688 pro rata 


2. An Administrative Worker with office coordination and 
management skills and experience in dealing with day to day 
finances; this post will be at NJC Scale 4, £10,422 pa, 25 hours 
per week, £7,444 pro rata. 


Please send for full information, stating whether braille or large print 
is required, from - GMCDP Volunteers Project, Unit 35, Cariocca 
Enterprises, 2 Hellidon Close, Ardwick, Manchester M12 4AH 


Closing date for applications - Friday 29th May. 
Only disabled people need apply. 


POWERCHAIRS 
(MOBILITY CONSULTANTS) 
Nearly new, hardly used ot 
Electric Wheelchairs, 
Scooters, Batricars. 
All models wanted and for sale. 
gz, he right one to suit your 
e individual problem. 
Free Advice, 
Delivery, Collection. 
All Areas Covered. 


Ring Mr Gibbons 
021-357 4965. 


ELECTRIC WHEELCHAIRS 
AND SCOOTERS WANTED. 
TOP PRICES PAID. 


NEARLY NEW AND HARDLY USED 
FOR SALE FROM HALF PRICE. 


FREE COLLECTIONS, 
DEMONSTRATIONS AND ADVICE - 
ALL AREAS COVERED. 

TEL: NORTH 061 237 5551 

SOUTH 081 343 3535 


Lightweight wheelchairs for sale. 
New Breezy folding chair from 
£595. Quickie GPV £1,195. 
Action Pro-T £1,250. 

Part exchange available. 
Further information contact EPC 
(0252) 547939 or our new office 
in Coventry (0203) 422327. 


GOOD FOOD. 

DON’T RISK YOUR HEALTH EATING 
FOOD WHICH DAMAGES YOUR 
CELLS AND DIGESTIVE SYSTEM. 
HERBALIFE PRODUCES THE MOST 
POWERFUL NUTRITION TO FEED 
YOUR BODY WELL EACH DAY TO 
IMPROVE YOUR QUALITY OF LIFE. 
CALL ANN 0323 31520. 


NIAGARA MASSAGE PADS, hand units. 
Adjustamatic massage beds, reclining 
massage chairs, nearly new, half prices, 
reconditioned, year warranty, guaranteed 
first class goods. Part exchanges, 
repairs, COD, Access, Visa accepted. Tel: 
(0460) 61157. 


| For a fast and efficient service contact 


Mr Evans on 021-366 6796 any time. 
Free puncture proofing on all machines. 


CLASSIC DESIGNER KITCHENS 
INDIVIDUALLY DESIGNED 
FOR THE DISABLED. 
LARGE DISCOUNTS AVAILABLE. 
TELEPHONE 0295 811543. 


Chairman Metro, D-reg, 34,000 miles 
Targa red, very smart £4,900.00 


Chairman Vista, G-reg, only 7,500 miles 
White, excellent condition £6,190.00 
Stocks of good used cars always available. 


For further information contact Gowrings 
Mobility, The Old Barn, 18-21 Church 
Gate, Thatcham, Berks. RG13 4PH, 
tele: 0635 871502. 


88E BEDFORD ASTRAMAX 


——— CHAIRMAN —— 
Red, 1 owner, low mileage. 
Immaculate throughout. Gowring 
Motability. International conversion. 
Height adjustable. Rear suspension. 
Wheelchair ramp. Swivel front seat. 
Elevated roof. A great saving on new. 


£6,995 223122 tos ucison 
0909 - 500600 


WADHAM KENNING 
CARLTON ROAD - WORKSOP 
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| HOLIDAYS 


HIGHLAND HOLIDAYS 
RED CROSS HOUSE, INVERNESS, 
OFFERS RESPITE/HOLIDAY BREAKS FOR 
ADULTS WITH DISABILITIES. COMFORT- 
ABLE SINGLE BEDROOMS. FRIENDLY 
STAFF PROVIDING 24 HOUR CARE. 
ACCESSIBLE TRANSPORT TO EXPLORE 


TOURIST TRAILS AND ENJOY MANY 
LEISURE AND RECREATIONAL FACILITIES. 
FOR BROCHURE AND FURTHER 
INFORMATION CONTACT, THE PRINCIPAL, 
RED CROSS HOUSE, MACKINTOSH 
ROAD, RAIGMORE, INVERNESS IV2 31X. 
TELEPHONE (0463) 234939. 


Costa Blanca - Spain 
Wheelchair accessible twin bedded 
accommodation. Swimming pool, adapted 
minibus, plus various trips and outings 
included. For full details send for a free colour 
brochure to: Daystar Holidays Ltd, 26 Scotts 
Way, Tunbridge Wells, Kent TN2 5RG or 
telephone (0892) 525133. 


SUNNY TENERIFE 
Fully Accessible Mar y Sol 
“Brilliant” says BBC TV 
Holiday Apartments 
Brochure: Lynne James Ltd, 7 Overpool Road, 
Ellesmere Port L66 1JW. (Tel: 051-339 5316) 


BRITTANY COTTAGE to let. Fully 
adapted for wheelchair use. Good 
access to beaches. Sleeps up to 6. 
Details C Hodgson. Tel: (0924) 454300. 


Kings Sailing for the disabled. Sailing cruises for 
disabled and/or able bodied people. With only 
four guests to care for the skipper and crew can 
provide that most essential personal touch. Sit 
back and enjoy or become totally involved, the 
choice is yours. Most competitively priced. 
Details: Tom or Anne King 0305 821961. Or write 
to 55 Shepherds Croft, Portland, Dorset DT5 1DJ. 


The Access Holiday Guide ’92 Edition 
Enlarged & detailing many additional 
“Wheelchair Friendly Holiday Venues”. 
Excellent value at £3.00 inc p&p from 
Access Holiday Guide, 7 Roundberry 
Drive, Salcombe, Devon, TQ8 8LY. 


St Leonards, Sussex. 
7 berth caravan adapted for 
disabled on “Haven” site. 
For colour brochure tel: 
Shepway M.S. 0304-366523. 


Holiday facilities database is a new small 
computerised service which stores details of 
hotels in Dorset and Somerset. For £1.50, this 
new service has been specially designed to 
help you the disabled person find the right 
hotel. Please send only a SAE to Hill Dairy, 
Piddlehinton, Dorchester, Dorset DT2 7TG or 
telephone (0831) 240780. 


YORKSHIRE DALES 
Self-catering cottage adapted for 
wheelchair visitors. Newly converted 
barn on high moorland, between Pateley 
Bridge and Grassington. Beautiful views. 
Sleeps up to 5+2. Comfortable, well- 
equipped. Children, dogs welcome. 

Phone: (0423) 711747. 


Llandeilo, West Wales. 3 comfortable well 
equipped cottages specially for disabled 
people and their families. Overlooked by 
12th century castle and over-run by deer. 
Each cottage sleeps 4. Central heating, 
CTV, laundry, fitness room. Large orchard 
and a very warm welcome. Tel: Catherine 
McLoughlin (0558) 823059 for brochure. 


LAKE DISTRICT, KESWICK. 
Recently opened , PORTLAND HOUSE, 
is a fine Edwardian home offering 
comfortable and spacious accommodation 
excellent food and warm welcome. We 
will ensure your most enjoyable holiday. 
LEVEL ACCESS ROOM FULLY EN-SUITE. 
TV etc. Private parking, perfect location 
for discovering this beautiful countryside 
(town centre 400 yards). 

B&B £16.50 PP. With dinner £22 PP. 
Tel: Beverley Brown (07687) 74230. 


NEW - Discovery Holidays 
for adventurous, disabled holiday-makers: 
low-budget prices 
accommodation: tents/youth hostels/hotels 
touring and sports to choose from 
venues include Lake District, Centre Parcs, 
North Wales, Cotswolds, Cornwall, Holland, 
Edinburgh 
Winged Fellowship also offers a choice of five 
UK holiday centres and overseas trips for 
severely disabled people. For details of any of 
these write to Angel House, 20-32 Pentonville 
Road, London N1 9XD (tel: 071 833 2594) 
Or see us at Naidex, Birmingham (stand 294) 


SMALL ADS 


cost £3 a line (minimum £9). 
All ads must be paid for tn 
advance. If you want to adver- 


tise, please use the form on 


the right. Send it and a 
cheque for the total to Dis- 
ability Now, 12 Park Cres- 
cent, London W1N 4EQ. 


LOOE, CORNWALL. Fully equipped 
self catering bungalow. Two bedrooms, 
sleeps six. Site near sea, easy access to 
beach, shop and indoor pool. Good 
accessibility for wheelchairs. Contact 
Peter Cash, tel: (0425) 72055. 


NORTH DEVON, self-catering cottages 
sleeping 4-6 (2 specially designed for 
wheelchairs) fully equipped and 
heated - linen provided. Peaceful 


country setting for touring Exmoor, 
Dartmoor and Devon Coast. Brochure 
from South Coombe Farm, Witheridge, 
Tiverton, Devon EX16 8QL, tel: (0884) 


5 Star self catering cottages on animal 
park in North Wales. Fully wheelchair 
accessible with all services for disabled, 
2 miles from the beach and with 
spectacular views. 0407 711433. 


Our Jobs List 


ffers you even 
more choices. 
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NEW MILTON, HAMPSHIRE. Fully 
equipped, completely wheelchair- 
adapted, self-catering chalet. Two bed- 
rooms, sleeps six. Indoor/outdoor pools, 
superb site facilities 100 yards from 
chalet. Near New Forest and 


Bournemouth. Contact Peter Cash, tel: 
(0425) 72055. 


ORLANDO, FLORIDA. Large luxury 
adapted bungalow on golf course - free 
golf/tennis. 3 double bedrooms, 2 bath- 
rooms. 10 mins airport, 20 mins Disney 
etc. Sheer heaven for independent/dis- 
abled traveller. Write to paraplegic owner 
Sue Fisher, 5 Park Lane, Salford M7 
OLB. Tel: 061-792 3029 now for avail- 
ability. 


A beautiful Welsh stone cottage nestled in a 
quiet valley on the River Granell. Close to 
mountains, hills and Cardigan Bay. Fully 

equipped for the disabled visitor. To sleep 5 


persons. Bed linen and towels supplied. Indoor 
heated swimming pool available soon in our 
grounds. For colour brochure phone Richard 
and Linda Burgess on (0570) 470275. 


MANCHESTER DISABILITY INFORMATION SERVICES (MDIS) 
Require a Project Leader - £17,040 p.a. 


for a pilot project to develop a co-ordinated information delivery service in 
Manchester for disabled people, their organisations, and voluntary statutory bodies. 


MDIS plan to develop a comprehensive computer-based information service and 
the applicant will require previous experience in this field and, in addition, will 
need experience of project development and staff management. 


Application forms and supporting information from: Manchester Disability Forum, 
Unit 29, Cariocca Enterprises Ltd, 2 Helidon Close, Ardwick, Manchester M12 
AAH. Tel: 061-273-5033 (voice) - (Minicom - 061-273-5083) 


Closing date for applications - 15th May 1992. 
Interviews will be held at the end of May. 
ONLY DISABLED PEOPLE NEED APPLY 
Previous applicants are encouraged to re-apply. 


These posts are expected to continue until March 1994 and are based in Manchester. 


e are one of West London’s to vehicle maintenance. 
largest employers and offer a Once you've joined us, you'll benefit 
variety of jobs from part-time positions from training and development 
to long term career programmes which will help you 
opportunities. make the most of your potential. 


You don’t have 
to search 


We also welcome applications from 
those of you who wish to work part- 


So don’t delay. 


through 
exhaustive piles of newspapers 
to find the job that’s right for you. 
On request, we'll send you a free 


Jobs List with details of all our Simply fill 


current vacancies — permanent out and return the 
and temporary. We coupon to the Director 
have opportunities in of Personnel and Equality, 
everything from Perceval House, 14-16 Uxbridge 
clerical work to social Road, London W5 2HL. 
work, from finance Tel: 081-840 1995. 
Ce £ ££ et et = ee ek a eee 


PLEASE SEND ME A REGULAR COPY OF THE 
LONDON BOROUGH OF EALING’S JOBS LIST. 


Name 


Address 


time under our job-share scheme. 


ee | 


Classified lineage advertisements 


Please use this form if you are a private individual and want to place a Classified advertisement. Write clearly in block capitals. Remember to 
allow a space for each comma or fullstop and a space after each sentence. Use each space in the line even if you have to split words at the end. 
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Send this coupon with your name and address, daytime telephone number and a cheque for the total made payable to Disability Now, to: 


12 Park Crescent, London W1N 


DN reserves the right to edit advertisements if necessary at no additional cost. Completion of this form does not guarantee inclusion in a particular issue. Sorry no refunds. DN is a non-profit making newspaper. 


4EQ. 


(First line in bold capitals) 


Continue on a separate sheet if necessary 
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——— LEEDS 
CITY 
COUNCIL 


DEPARTMENT OF COMMUNITY BENEFITS & RIGHTS 
EQUAL OPPORTUNITIES UNIT 


DISABLED PERSONS EMPLOYMENT OFFICER 
Scale S02 £16,545 to £17,529 


This post is located in the Disabilty Section of the Equal Opportunities Unit. The 
post holder will be responsible for delivering a high quality employment service to 
disabled job seekers and to ensure that the Council's employment policies on the 
employment of disabled people are successfully implemented. 


We are seeking someone who has:- 


In depth knowledge of disabled people’s employment issues in Local Authority 
Services. 


Experience of developing employment opportunities for disabled people. 


Experience of counselling, advising and assisting disabled people into employment 
and training. 


Detailed knowledge of employment legislation and services regarding disabled 
people. Proven commitment to all equal opportunities issues. 


Application forms and further details are available from Leeds City Council, 
Personnel Officer, Department of Administration, Second Floor, Civic Hall Annexe, 
Leeds LS1 1UR. 


Closing Date: 21st May 1992 


This post is open to disabled people only. We particularly welcome applicants from 
members of ethnic minorities and women who are under represented at this level. 


POST SUITABLE FOR JOB SHARING 


THE LONDON BOROUGH OF 
care 


Waltham 
5"2) Forest 


The London Borough of Waltham Forest believes that the world in which we 
live is organised in a way that excludes disabled people from full and 
independent participation. We are determined to end discriminatory 
practices in all areas and believe that change will be achieved only when 
those who experience the discrimination are fully involved in directing that 
change. To this end we have created a Disability Unit and are strengthening 
Personnel support by recruiting Specialist Disability Officers to work in close 
partnership with the community and our workforce. 


CHIEF EXECUTIVE'S 


Waltham Forest serves a multi-racial 
community and welcomes applications 
fromwomen, blackandethnicminorities, 


people with disabilities, lesbians andgay 
men to help build a representative 
workforce, 


Disability Unit 
POLICY DEVELOPMENT WORKER 
(Race and Disability Action Planning) 
£20,523 - £22,248 p.a. inc. 

We are seeking a Disabled Person to work closely with Departments on 
implementing the recommendations made in “Something To Be Proud Of’, 
the Race and Disability Research Project's report and to devise corporate 
and departmental action plans. 

You will have experience of paid/unpaid work in Local Government or the 
Voluntary Sector in a multi racial environment. You will need full under- 
standing of the concems of black and ethnic minority disabled people and 
be able to monitor budgets using equal opportunities as the deciding criteria. 
You will be responsible for advising at a high level on the results of research 
on the concerns of black and ethnic minority disabled people. 

Good communication, report producing and action planning skills are 
essential since you will have to advise Chief Officers and Departmental 
Management Teams on how to implement recommendations of research 
projects. You will need to monitor the effectiveness of new policies and 
analyse results; be able to communicate with groups of disabled people from 
black and ethnic minorities and have an understanding of race and disability 
issues of concern to the Voluntary Sector. Some attendance at evening 
meetings will be required. 


This post is advertised under Section 38 (i)(b) of the Race Relations Act 
1976. 


PERSONNEL AND MANAGEMENT SERVICES 


EMPLOYEE SUPPORT OFFICER (Disabllities) 
£18,102 - £19,437 p.a. inc Ref: R1691 / DN 


We also need a Disabled Person in our Employee Relations Section who 
can identify the needs of employees with disabilities in respect of equipment, 
access and facilitation. You should be able to negotiate with managers and 
outside agencies and advocate for disabled employees to ensure their 
appropriate needs are met. You will need some knowledge of existing 
support technologies and systems, some experience of budget monitoring 
and have some experience of disability equality training issues. 

Good communication and negotiating skills are essential as well as an 
understanding of the different concerns/requirements of disabled employ- 
ees. You will be able to monitor and maintain reports of the changing 
requirements of disabled employees; understand fully the issues central to 
ta a ln and will have an understanding of issues facing all disabled 
people. 

These posts are available for Job Share. 

Job details are available on tape upon request. 

Closing date: 15th June 1992 


For an application form and further details apply to Recruitment 
Officer, Personnel Department, Town Hall, Forest Road, London E17 
4JF (Tel: 081 531 8899 - 24 hour answering service). 


An Equal Opportunities Employer 


Ref; H1690 / DN 
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FIND-A-FRIEND 


MALE, 58, living alone, disabled with 
arthritis, transport. Would like to meet 
pleasant, understanding, home-loving 
lady. Non-drinker aged 45-55 for friend- 
ship, romance and possible marriage. 
Cumbria. All replies with photo 
answered. Box No. 430. 


WIDOW, EARLY 60s, slightly disabled 
with arthritis in shoulders. Retired, 
interests: most music, tv , reading, writ- 
ing, countryside. Lives in 2 bed flat. 
Would like to hear from and meet gent, 
aged 50 to 60 slightly disabled or able- 
bodied, willing to settle down and make a 
new life with me and fill my life with 
love again. Cheshire or Clwyd area. All 
replies answered. Box No. 431. 


WIDOWER, YOUNG 49, tall, dark 
hair. Has MS, can walk with a stick. 
Seeks lady who cares for friendship or 
possible romance. Box No. 432. 


For Find A Friend ads 
please send a cheque or 


postal order for £3 pay- 
able to Disability Now 
with your ad. 


YOUNG MAN, 25, medical family, 
slim, brown hair, brown eyes, wide inter- 
ests, mildly disabled following head 
injury, would like to meet a young lady, 
disabled or not, in the London area, for 
friendship, outings etc. Box No. 433. 


I AM A 28 YEAR OLD FEMALE. I 
have got cerebral palsy and have trouble 
with walking. My interests are reading 
and music. I do not smoke or drink. I 
would like to meet a male of any age, 
preferably able bodied. Box No. 434. 


MALE GRADUATE, 39, divorced. 
Disabled with MD, wheelchair user, 
would like to correspond with and meet 
an interesting female. Wide variety of 
interests, patient character, Edinburgh - 
Central Scotland. Box No. 435. 


PM DAVID, AGE 31. I live in York- 
shire. I would like to share my attractive, 
large, fully equipped disabled person’s 
bungalow with a happy female (disabled 


To reply to a Find-A-Friend indicate the Box 
Number and mark the envelope Private and 


Confidential. If you do not it will be opened. 
Send to DN, address on page 2 . 


or not). I like motoring (and have a large 
expensive car) music, tv and travel. I 
have two carers and am a happy go lucky 
type. I have two lodgers, my parents. 
Box No. 436. 


PARENTS OF TWO BOYS, four and 
a half year old who has cerebral palsy 
and additional problems and a second 
son, two and a half years old who is able- 
bodied. We would like to contact parents 
in a similar position for friendship for 
the whole family. Within travelling dis- 
tance of Manchester area. Box No. 437. 


I AM 34, FEMALE, married with chil- 
dren and dogs. Disabled since age 5 
years in a road accident. I would like to 
pen-friend with anyone, anywhere. All 
letters answered. Box No. 438. 


There is a short waiting list for Find-A- 
Friend ads. Do not worry if your advert 


is not in immediately, it will probably 
appear next month. 


DATES FOR THE DISABLED 
- A BETTER LIFE - 
36 Park Grove, Edgware, 
Middx. HA8 7SJ 
Tel. 081-958 1095 
081-958 9657 


For people with disabilities and caring, 
understanding able bodied persons. 
Access to relationships. 

Be assertive and join Handidate. 

All enquiries to: HANDIDATE 
The Wellington Centre 
52 Chevallier Street 
Ipswich, Suffolk IP1 2PB 
Telephone: (0473) 226950 


Ls 


LAMBETH SHAD 


needs a full time 


VOLUNTEER SUPPORT WORKER 
Salary SO1.29 £17,070 inc London Weighting 


Lambeth SHAD (Support and Housing Assistance for Disabled People) is a small 
voluntary organisation which provides housing and 24 hour volunteer help to severely 
physically disabled people who wish to live independently in the community. 


We need a Volunteer Support Worker who can: recruit, support and supervise volunteer 
helpers, oversee the shared housing provided by SHAD, administer their allowances, 
and organise their working rotas. 

We are looking for someone who relates well particularly to young people and who will 
be able to help volunteers to sort out practical and personal problems in an 
understanding and professional manner. 

For further information and an application form contact: Emma, Fiona or Laraine at 
Lambeth SHAD, Unit 3, The Co-op Centre, 11 Mowll Street, SW9 6BG. Tel: 071 735 2266. 
Applications from disabled people are particularly welcome. Working premises are accessible. 

SHAD is working towards being an Equal Opportunities Employer 


LIVERPOOL ASSOCIATION OF DISABLED PEOPLE (L.A.D.) 
JOB VACANCY 


L.A.D. is an organisation of disabled people and actively campaigns 
for equality of opportunity in all areas of life. We have recently been 
successful in obtaining funding for 3 years from the Urban 
Programme to run a Welfare Rights Service. The project is based in 
the L.A.D. office in Lime Court. L.A.D. is an Equal Opportunities 
employer and applications are invited for the following post: 


WELFARE RIGHTS OFFICER 
Salary Scale 5 from £11,961 


The successful candidate will have broad experience in Welfare 
Rights, from conducting initial benefit checks to follow up work, 
including Reviews, Appeals, and preparing submissions to Social 
Security Commissioners. In addition, the successful candidate will 
have sound knowledge of disability as a social and political issue 
and how this relates to good Equal Opportunities practice. Other 
duties include maintaining close links with community groups and 
Day Centres etc., to ensure maximum take-up of benefits and 
attending appropriate Committees concerned with Welfare Rights. 


DISABLED PEOPLE ONLY NEED APPLY 


For further details and Application Form please contact: 
Liverpool Association of Disabled People,Lime Court Centre, 
Upper Baker Street, Liverpool L6 1NB. Tel: 051 263 8366 


Closing date for application: Friday, 22 May, 1992. 


Do you have a disability of any kind? 

Are you looking for a job with Kirklees Council? 

This post for an Educational Psychologist is part of Kirklees Council’s INTO 
WORK scheme, which means we can offer you a package of training and 
support to suit your needs, and we can provide you with the right equipment to 
help you do the job. For this post we would like only applicants who have a 
disability to apply. 


EDUCATIONAL PSYCHOLOGIST 
GRADE: Soulbury £18,222 to £25,524 


The service is looking for enthusiastic psychologists who feel they have 
potential to make a considerable contribution to educational psychology 
practice. The Kirklees Service has 16 educational psychologists and 10 other 
professional staff. The Education Service has recently restructured to ensure 
improved services to schools and the public and the psychologist will be 
expected to take a lead role in developing the new special education policy in a 
group of schools. There will be opportunities for project work. 


Informal enquiries are welcomed by Robin Hedderly, Chief Psychologist (Tel 
0484 443915). 


For more information about INTO WORK contact:- 
Dave Anker (INTO WORK Officer), at Worklink, 5 Silver Court, Aspley, 
Huddersfield HDS 9AG. Tel Huddersfield (0484) 518809. 


Application forms and further particulars may be obtained from 
the Chief Education Officer, Staffing Section, Oldgate House, 
2 Oldgate, Huddersfield, HD1 6QW. 
Closing date is 14 days after the appearance of this advertisement. 


Kirklees - Striving to achieve Equal Opportunities 
Applications from Job Sharers welcome. 


Kirklees 


METROPOLITAN: COUNCIL 


W-E-S$-T Y-O-R- 


CLASSIFIED 31 


APPEALS MANAGER 
(Regional Fundraising) 
ZI OnE OE £18,552 plus car 


We are looking for an experienced fundraiser to play a key part in the Head Office 
fundraising team of the Muscular Dystrophy Group. 


| You will be responsible for a national network of regional fundraising officers, 
providing day to day management as well as leading in the development of new 
fundraising activity. Through the Regional Officers you will be seeking to maximise the 
fundraising potential of the Group’s 450 branches as well as looking more widely. 
These are exciting times for the charity. Our researchers lead the world in moving 
fast towards a treatment and ultimately a cure for muscular dystrophy and related 
neuromuscular conditions. Meanwhile, our welfare services provide vital support 
to those affected by muscular dystrophy. All this depends on raising £5m a year. 
The successful applicant is likely to be a fundraiser who has the personal flair 
and experience to take on this challenging, rewarding position. 

For an informal discussion about the post, please call Jeremy Hughes, Director of 
Marketing and Communications on 071 720 8055. 

For job description, further information on the MD Group and an application form, 
contact Lyn Walker, Muscular Dystrophy Group, 35 Macaulay Road, London SW4 OQP. 


Closing date: 29 May 1992 


Ms2D 


FREELANCE 
OPPORTUNITIES 


LWT Programmes Ltd wishes to encourage 
applications from people with disabilities for 
freelance opportunities which occur from time 
to time for producers, associate producers 
and researchers in entertainment and 
current affairs, and for researchers in arts. 
Experience in the relevant field is essential. 

If you wish to be considered for any future 
contract positions, please send your cv, 
quoting reference 752/DN, to 
Jacqui Chatfield - Entertainment, 

Joyce Roper - Features & Current Affairs, 
Michael Small - Arts, 

LWT, The London Television Centre, 
London SE1 SLT. 


MAKES THE WEEKEND 


COLLABORATIONS 


oe 8 AT 1 ON S| 


FUND 
A project based national scheme for innovative inter- and multi-disciplinary 
collaborations between artists from different artistic practices working in 
partnership to create a synthesis or merging of artforms. The fund is open to 
professional artists, companies, producers, galleries and publishers or any of 
these working together. Awards are available as Research and Development or 


Project Production grants. 

There are two application deadlines for 1992/93 on June 1st and November 1st. 
Guidelines and further information are available from Combined Arts Unit, 

Arts Council, 14 Great Peter Street, London SW1P 3NQ. by 
The Arts Council welcomes applications from all sections of the 

community regardless of race, gender, sexual orientation, age 

or disability. 


Pn eee GRANTS oc eae 


THE NUFFIELD FOUNDATION/ 
VISCOUNT NUFFIELD AUXILIARY FUND 


GRANT TO HELP PEOPLE WITH DISABILITIES 


The Nuffield Foundation recognises that people with 
disabilities are more readily given aids and equipment 
to help overcome their handicaps than the support that 
is often necessary to enable them to use the aids and 
equipment quickly and with ease. The Trustees are 
therefore offering grants totalling £100,000 to 
organisations with ideas for projects investigating, 
adapting or demonstrating a way of using existing 
equipment more effectively. Packages for training the 
user will be eligible for support, as will the evaluation of 
the use of existing equipment. 

Applications are invited in two areas: learning and 
communications aids and mobility aids. Please write 
for further details to VNAF, 28 Bedford Square, London 
WC1B 3EG. The closing date is 30 June 1992. 


The grants are not intended to help individuals buy 
or adapt equipment. 


TO ADVERTISE 
YOUR VACANCIES/ 
COURSES 

please contact the 
Advertisement 
Manager, Richard 
Gresham, Kingslea 
Press Ltd, 12 Dock 
Offices, Surrey 
Quays Road, 
London SE16 2XU. 
Tel: 071-252 1362. 
Fax: 071-237 8019. 


Deadlines for June 
issue: booking by 
15 May, camera 
ready artwork/copy 
by 19 May. 


NEWS QUIZ 
ANSWERS 


1. Graeme Souness 2. Prince 
Andrew and Sarah Ferguson 
3. The Associaton for Spina 
Bifida and Hydrocephalus 4. 
Isaac Asimov 5. Mussolini’s 
grand-daughter 6. 53 7. 
Labour 8. Jason Donovan 9. 
40 10. The Silence of the 
Lambs 


CROSSWORD ANSWERS 
ACROSS: 1. Wheelchair 6. 
Detail 7. Paved 9. Reliant 
Robin 12. Indiana 14. Ass 
15. At 16. Ron 17. Dress 
20. Greener 22. Lantern jaw 
DOWN: 1. Wader 2. Extol 
3. Calendar 4. Ampersand 
5. Pedants 8. Vibrate 10. 
Exit 11. Indecent 13. No 
15. Angel 18. Rita 19. Sock 
Ze Har 


North West Shape 
A Positive Action Employer 
requires 
1) Artistic Coordinator 
(Disability) 

Post reserved for 
disabled people 
2) Artistic Coordinator 
(Elders) 

Post open to all applicants 
Half-time posts (17.5 hrs) 
Salary SO2 (1/2 x 
£16545/£17529) 
Responsible for artistic 
programme. 
Arts/groupwork 
experience required. 
Disabled candidates preferred. 
No upper age limit. 
Closing date: Monday 1 June 
Details (print, tape or braille) 
from: North West Shape 
behind Shawgrove School, 
Cavendish Road, 
Manchester M20 8JR. 
061-434 8666 voice/Minicom 


a 
PART-TIME INFORMATION and ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICER 


Annual Salary £8,400 for 24 2/3 hr week. 
(Full time equivalent £12,600 including Outer London Weighting) 


THE ORGANISATION 

Richmond Advice and Information on Disability (R.A.!.D.) is a local specialist 
information helpline run by and for disabled people. It is located in 
wheelchair accessible premises. 


THE CHALLENGE 


* To maintain and develop an extensive information system. 


* To administer and develop good office and helpline practices. 
* To support and supervise helpline operators. 


THE QUALITIES 

You will:- 

- be disabled yourself, 

- have the ability to work with and support a small team , 

- understand issues facing disabled people, 

- be well organised, thorough and highly motivated, 

- be able to process a wide range of information and respond to enquiries 
by letter and telephone. 


For application form and job description please contact RAID, The Annexe 
Day Centre, Fortescue House, Stanley Road, Twickenham, Middlesex, TW2 
5PZ. Tel: O81 898 4225 (Voice Minicom). 
Job details available in Braille, and on tape. 
Closing date for applications: Monday ist June 1992. 


Disability Now 


The campaigning 
newspaper for people 
with all kinds 

of disabilities 

Please SUPPORT DW by SUBSCRIBING NOW 
DISABILITY NOW SUBSCRIPTION ORDER 


Please return to Disability Now, 12 Park Crescent, 
FREEPOST 17 London W1E 3HU with your remittance 
made payable to 

DISABILITY NOW. No stamp is needed. 


NAME 
BLOCK LETTERS PLEASE 
ADDRESS 
POSTCODE 
Please tick / 


| wish to become a 
new subscriber to Disability Now [_] 


One year (12 issues) £10 [_] § 
Two year (24 issues) £19[_] g 


One year (12 issues) £15 [_ } 3 
Two year (24 issues) £29[] & 


Individual at 
home address 


Organisations / 
authorities etc. 


a 
Overseas One year Sterling £20[_] § 


* Multiple copies £_____—1year (12 issues) 


I/We enclose Cheque/PO 
A voluntary donation towards costs £ 


| authorise you to charge my VISA[_] ACCESS [_] 
Account No. 


EB 


Expiry Date__/ _ Signature 
Telephone ACCESS/VISA account. no. to (071) 383 4575 § 
Disability Now is a non-profit making publication. Itis sent JJ 
free to disabled people on low income if they letus know. 


* Multiple copies 
2 copies £24, 3 copies £36, 4 copies £48, 5 copies £60, 6 copies £72, a 
10-50 copies £100, 51-100 copies £125. One year (12 issues) only. 


Ian ny 


Disability Now May 1992 


32 NEWS 


Asthma upsurge 
brings calls for 
Government funding 


Urgent calls for the Govern- 
ment to fund research into the 
causes of asthma have come as 
new research shows that asthma 
among children is increasing. 
A study from Aberdeen 
comparing wheezing, hay fever, 
eczema and asthma in a total of 
6,685 children aged eight-13 
over 25 years has found that 
cases have approximately dou- 
bled, and the difference cannot 
be explained away by more fre- 
quent diagnosis of asthma. 


Hospital admissions for 
asthma in all ages trebled in the 
ten years 1979-1989, and 


deaths climbed to over 2,000 in 
1985, though they dropped 
slightly in 1990. Between two- 
and-a-half and three million 
people in the UK are now 
affected. 

“Asthma is the only treatable 
disease in the western world 
that is increasing in incidence 
and severity,” says Cary 
Goode, director of the charity 
National Asthma Campaign. 
“So there is a need for much 
more research. It is very under- 
funded.” 

Last month a senior govern- 
ment adviser, Professor 
Stephen Holgate, chairman of 
the Department of Health’s 


Committee on Medical Aspects 
of Air Pollution, called on the 
Government to fund urgent 
research to find out if low-level 
ozone smog (formed by car 
fumes and sunlight) is damag- 
ing the lining of bronchial 
tubes, especially in infants. 

Dr George Russell, co- 
author of the Aberdeen report, 
believes Government funding 
is essential because with so 
many possible factors - such as 
car fumes, house dust mites, 
food additives, increased smok- 
ing among pregnant women, 
early infant feeding - research 
is expensive. 

“The National Asthma Cam- 
paign depends on charitable 
donations. We need central 
funding. In the same way as 
they now target oncology and 
malignant disease, we need to 
target asthma.” 


Natonal Asthma Campaign, tel: 
071-226 2260. 


*A new report, Allergy, Con- 
ventional and Alternative Con- 
cepts, from the Royal College of 
Physicians, has found that only 
acupuncture, hypnosis and 
herbal medicine successfully 
treated allergies. 


Sigh 


Spring saver for DN readers: £5 off a Bodi-Broli foldaway waterproof cape in soft, acrylic- 


coated nylon, with easy-to-use studs front and sides. Send for an order form and 12-colour 
swatch to Bodi-Broli Mail Order, 1st floor, 19 High Street, Church Stretton, Shropshire, SY6 
6BX. Special prices: 1-6 yrs (5 sizes) £17, 7-l4yrs £18, 15 yrs up, £22. Add £1.50 for p&p. 


People on low income can buy a home 


A pioneering mortgage scheme 
will enable disabled people liv- 
ing on income support to own 
their own, specially adapted, 
homes. 

The Leeds Permanent Build- 
ing Society with the charity 
Disabled Housing _—_‘ Trust 
(DHT) are offering an interest- 
only mortgage to disabled peo- 
ple who want to buy a flat or 
bungalow in the new waterside 
development at Victoria Dock, 
Hull. 


The interest will be paid by 
the Social Security Department 
up to £245 a week (the new 
residential care homes 
allowance). 

Developers Bellway Homes 
will make individual adapta- 
tions at the building stage. 

There will be a weekly ser- 
vice charge to cover external 
repairs, gardening, maintaining 
the alarm system and emer- 
gency cover, with any increase 
decided independently by a 


rent officer. For people want- 
ing more care, individual pro- 
grammes can be negotiated. 

Smaller schemes organised 
by DHT are already running 
successfully. Chief executive 
Norman Thody said: “No dis- 
abled person has ever defaulted 
on a mortgage.” 


Disabled Housing Trust, Norfolk 
Lodge, Oakenfield, Burgess Hill, 
West Sussex RHI5 8S, tel: 
(0444) 239123. 


—— = ae SE eats a 


The Ford Escort has always been one of the best it's considerably roomier inside. Shallower sills and 


Height adjustable front seat belts ensure all to qualify for the Motability scheme. In fact you don't 


selling cars in the Motability scheme, and the latest taller doors that open wider, make getting in and out occupants travel comfortably, and there's also a remote 


Ford Escort should be no exception. easier, particularly when you have awkward items to release (on L models and above) for the new lower and 


Although only slightly wider than its predecessor, carry, such as a foldaway wheelchair. 


When we designed the 
new Escort, we considered 7 
every kind of family. Sf decal tel ae 


Remember, you don't have to be a disabled driver le pe ara cee erp ep eee ere Se ser el 2 be 


' 
wider tailgate. have to be nominated by them to act as their ‘chauffeur: | 
. 


Another creature comfort is power assisted ae 4 
steering, available for the first time as an option Ford Motor Company, FREEPOST, Dept EWA, ; 
St. Mary's Green, Chelmsford, Essex CM1 3BR. | F 


(1.6 litre engine del ly). 
gi models only) Please send me the Motability scheme details. 


— 


For more information fill in the coupon opposite, 
or call freephone 0800 252 983. 


Alternatively, contact one of our Motability 


Name __ 


Address 


specialists (you'll find one at almost every Ford main 


| 
have to be disabled at all. If you have a friend or 
someone in your family who is disabled you simply — | 
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